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people a State constitution with a right to regu- 
jate their affairs, we stood here to reject it. He 
said that while the people were calling for assist- 
ance, we Were voting against the measure pro- 
josed, to which he argued there was no objection. 
That is a very lawyer-like argument, and very 
shrewd, and it might possibly deceive the people; 
but it will not deceive Senators. 
stand these little policies that prevail here. I will 
say no more about that bill. It is a thing of the 
past; let it £0. 


| ance of the Congress of the United States, and 


We all under- | 


A great deal has been said in regard to the To- | 


peka constitution. It has been a great source of 
reproach to the people of Kansas that they got up 
the Topeka constitution. They have been de- 
nounced as traitors, as rebels, as everything vile 
and contaminating, because they sent to us, for 
ratification, their Topeka constitution. It has 
been a fruitful theme for the President of the Uni- 
ted States. Availing himself of the impunity of 
his position, he has hurled these opprobrious epi- 
thets without stint on the heads of a people strug- 
gling for their rights. He had no business, as 


Chief Magistrate of the nation, to visit on the | 


heads of the people, without proof, such epithets 
as he has bestowed on them through all his mes- 
sages. His messages teem with those vile epi- 
thets,as bad as any that were thundered from the 
royalists to the leaders of our Revolution.  In- 


deed, sir, if you trace them as they have been | 


traced in the other House, the 
that a man would suppose the 
had copied the old royal edicts. 


porate! is SO near 
resident himself 
But what does 


all that signify? I take no pleasure in stating that | 
it was false, slanderous,and calumnious, because || 


there was no truth to found it upon. 

What did the people of Kansas do, that was 
unlawful, in getting up the Topeka constitution ? 
Look at their notices. They are all before us; they 
are all officially here; and gentlemen, whenever 
they speak of it with reproach, do not avail them- 
selves of the light that is on their tables. Did 
those people propose to revolutionize that Terri- 
tory? No,sir. They called a great meeting of 
the people. They invited everybody to come up 
and see if they could not agree on some method 
by which a Staté constitution should be provided. 
They held a convention for that purpose, which 
consisted of an overwhelming majority of all the 
people in the Territory, and their constitution was 
ratified by a deliberate vote of that people not less 
than twice, 

But did they propose to organize under it in 
defiance of the laws of the United States? Not 
atall. From the time they called the convention, 


they always accompanied their action with a no- | 
luce that it was to be submitted to the Congress | 
of the United States for their approval or disap- | 
proval. It took barely the form of a petition; | 


nothing more nor less. Has it come to this, sir, 
that the people of the United States cannot peti- 
tion Congress for a redress of grievances, unless 
they submit to be accused as traitors and rebels 
to the Government? Is this the way you are to 
meet the respectful calls and applications of the 
people of the United States for a redress of griev- 
ances? [s this the way your President expects to 
get along in dealing with the high-s ened people 
ofthisnation? He will have a or road in trav- 
eling that Jordan. 
Are they rebels? The Senator from Louisiana 
said they were rebels; the President says they 
Were rebels. If they were, there are a great 
many more rebels than are to be found in the 
; *rritory of Kansas. I stand here asa champion 
or those rebels. Were the framers of the Topeka 
Constitution rebels? SoamI. Were they rebels? 
— . majority of the House of Re presentatives 
~ re i for they approved of all their doings, 
wn ar as they could, gave effect to their pe- 
‘Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? 
Mr. WADE. Certainly. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Does the Senator remem- 
on resolution of the Topeka people declaring 
rright to organize their government in defi- 
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'| liberty. 





their determination to do it? 

Mr. WADE. Ido not recollect any such thing. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I can show it to the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. WADE. But the gentleman, as alawyer, 
will not pretend that that made rebels or traitors 
of the people. I suppose that does not help the 
case at all, ifit be so. Treason, by the grace of 
God, does not consist in words of mouth in this 
country. It did in Kansas, for there their wise 
judges got up agreat many constructive treasons, 
Iam talking of the language which gentlemen here 
have used with a fuli knowledge of all its oppro- 
brious import. A man may say a great many 


| things with perfect impunity, which he may not 


act out. There was no rebellion in the action of 
these people; nothing unlawful in it. Whatever 
they may have said—and I do not know what 
they said, for Ido not watch men’s words much; 
their actions are what I take cognizance of; their 
actions are what the law takes cognizance of—the 
poopie of Kansas, in framing that constitution, 
vave done nothing more than they had a perfect 


| right,as American citizens, todo; and I challenge 


| all the legal acumen of this bod 


y to contradict 
what [ now declare. = 

Then, sir, let not your President of the United 

States, let none of his champions, stand up and 
charge those people, struggling for their rights, 
with being rebels. I hold that a man ought not 
to stand here on the immunities thrown around 
him to assail others who have no such immunity. 
I hold that itis not right for him to do so. The 
men who framed that constitution communicated 
with General Cass, a member of the Senate on 
this floor at the time. They asked him if he was 
willing to take charge of their petition, and to pre- 
sent it to the Senate of the United States? And he 
answered them that he was willing to doit. If 
they were traitors, General Cass was little less 
than a traitor, because he assented to what was 
done; and in treason, I believe, there are no ac- 
cessories. He presented it to the Senate of the 
United States. I know how it was assailed by 
partyism. I know that the man who brought it 
and delivered it to the Senator who presented it 
here, was denounced as a forger. The instru- 
ment was denounced as spurious, as never having 
come from the people assembled at Topeka; and 
the Senate disposed of it under that hypothesis. 
3ut you did not arraign General Cass for present- 
ing it as being atraitor. I do not like to hear 
quite so much about rebellion as we have heard 
for the last year or two. I know that everybody 
who did not yield a quiet assent to be trampled 
under foot by border ruffianism was denounced 
asatraitor. I know that on the other side of 
this Chamber, for more than two years, you have 
invoked nothing else but the mere technicalities 
of law to cover your utter nakedness of principle. 
You have sought to steal the liberties of a whole 
people, and screen yourselves behind the techni- 
calitiesof what you call law, but which, on closer 
| investigation, turns out to be a bare usurpation, 
without color of authority. 

Mr. President, it will be an evil day for the 
American people when they, through the forms 
and meshes of crooked lawyers, are to lose their 
It will be an evil day for the liberties of 
this country whenever men will submit that their 
liberties shall be taken away in this nefarious 
manner. It has been well observed by others in 
the course of this debate, that it is the usual, and 
I might say the vulgar, course of despotism, to 
entrap their victims through the forms of unjust 
laws. But perhaps enough has been said on that 
point. I feel a little warmly on it because I do 
not like to see men struggling for the rights of 
American citizens in a distant province of this 
nation, denounced by these high authorities as 
infamous traitors, who ought to lose their lives 
| instead of having any favor granted to them. 
| I say again, sir, there is not one particle of 

substance in the charge. The getters-up of the 
| Topeka convention were here petitioners to the 
Government of the United States for redress of 


grievances, and they asked you to give them re- 
dress by accepting the constitution which they 
had framed. I believe nobody denies or doubts 
that that constitution had the sanction of a vast 
majority of the people of the Territory ; and you 
had allured them to make just such an application, 
Had you not invited them to do anything that 
they thought would minister to their welfare, by 
saying that they should be left perfectly free to 
form their domestic institutions in their own way, 
without consulting anybody? When a vast and 
overwhelming majority of the people were anx- 
ious to do this, who would suppose that the very 
moment they took all of you at your word, fron 
the President of the United States down or un, 
they would be charged with treason, treachery, 
and crime? Sir, if there was anything wrong in 
it, you had lured them into it—you had entrapped 
them into it, by the inviting manner in which 
you had made your law; but as a lawyer, I say 
to the Senator from Louisiana, and I say to the 
President, that the Topeka constitution was just 
as much authorized by law as was your Lecomp- 
ton constitution, orany other that has been made 
there. 

Even if the so-called Territorial Legislature 
were clothed with authority to act as sueh—if 
they were not mere usurpers, as they were—I say 
they had no power to abrogate the law of Con- 
gress, and set up a government for themselves. 
I know the President seeks to find the power in 


| the particular clause of your Kansas bill to which 


I havevalready alluded; but that shallow sophistry 
of his is rejected in this Chamber by every re- 
spectable lawyer here. I think he has no second 
on this floor to back him in what he says about 
the power of that bill as an enabling act to author- 
ize the people of the Territory, independently o. 
Congress, to frame a State constitution for them- 
selves. ‘Then, did you authorize them, by your 
act, todo it? No, sir; Congress has given them 
no authority to abrogate the law of Congress; to 
destroy the very law under which they were or- 
ganized. You had authorized no such thing. 
Therefore, your Lecompton constitution was just 
as naked of all authority of law as was the Topeka 
constitution. It was all well enough as a petition; 
I do not deny that. The people had a right, 


| through their Legislature, if they had a Legisla- 


ture, to take measures to form a constitution. 
They had a right to meet outside of all Legisla- 
tures, and call the people together, and consult 
upon the same thing; for the very knot of the 


| combination, the very touchstone that could make 


anything legal, was, that when they had done 


| their part of the proposition, they should obtain’ 


the sanction of Congress to it. Without that 
sanction, the action of your Lecompton cenven- 
tion is as bare of legal authority as it can be. 
What the Topekaconvention did had no author- 
ity of law until it had the sanction of Congress, 


| Therefore, these acts stand on precisely the same 


footing in point of legal authority. 
How ia it, then, that an impartial Chief Magis- 


| trate will denounce the friends of the one as rebels, 
| and those of the other as patriots? 


It is because 


| he has turned partisan himself, because he hears 
| nothing but what is breathed in his ear by syco- 


phants. The truth he never hears; or, if he does, 
his mind is so perverse that he does not appre- 
ciate it. 

I am not in a condition to prolong this debate 
a great while, and therefore | shall pass to the 
next phase of the matter. You say the Legisla- 


| ture authorized aconvention. They could call it; 


there was nothing wrong about it; but I contend 
there was no authority about it. They called a 
convention. Now, this is the position I assume, 
and I invite attention to it from any part of this 


| Chamber, from the most eminent lawyers in it: 


| act to give it real le 


If the Territorial Legislature had no authority to 
call a convention; if it still required an enabling 
gal validity; then, when they 


> 


| called their convention, it was perfectly optional 


with the people to comply with the act or not. It 
was a mere voluntary call on them, not authorized 
by law, inviting them to vote for delegates to 
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hive. 

This act having no binding authority of law, it 
was ut the option of every man to do just as he 
pleased aboutit. If he went, it was well enough. 
If he failed to go, youcould not denounce him as 
having done anything wrong, because there was 

compelling him to go. It was a mere in- 
vitution from an irresponsible power to come up 
and aid them in doing a certain act. That is all 
the shrewdest lawyer can make out of it. So we 
strip you even of the technicality of law, upon 
which you seek to deprive the people of Kansas 
of the right of self-covernment. Your technicality 
has failed you. Itis not even necessary for us to 
yo back and show your Legislature to be arrant 
usurpers and enemies to the great mass of the 
people there, as they were. We may, if we see fit, 
denounce you as rebels with as much reason as 
you have denounced us, because you got together 
without authority of law, and sought to frame a 
constitution under which you would live. 

The President has said over and over again 
that this was done by authority of law, that the 
people had a perfect right to go and vote, and that 
it Was 1 j 
gro they were in default. He said it was all fair. 
Now, sir, I take no pleasure in saying that the 
President at the very time he made this declara- 
tion, if he was not blind, deaf, and dumb, must 
have known that it was not true. If he had read 
the communications that were sent to him con- 
stantly from that Territory by its Governors and 
its other officers, he could not fail to have known 
at the time he made this declaration that in one 
half of the counties no census was taken or rec- 
ord made of the voters, and the law required 
that as a condition upon which a man should 
vote. No man need rise and tell me here that 
that is not so, because | will face him down with 
authorities that he cannot overcome. Thave the 
law that required the registry; | have the law 
that required the census to be taken. The ques- 
tion is, was ittaken? If it was not taken, why 
was it not done? Governor Walker says it was 
not taken for no fault of the people there. He 
says in some of his letters that it was not taken 
in many counties because there was no pay pro- 
vided for those who should do it, and they would 
not do it for nothing; and in other places the peo- 
ple, suspecting thatit was alla trick anda fraud, 
were reluctant. But that was no excuse. You 
never huve taken a census of the United States 
where there were not vast numbers of people who 
were most strenuously opposed to it; and on in- 
quiring, your deputy marshals, as they go round, 
were fre quently chased out of the houses by the 
women with broomsticks, thinking, probably, 
that the object was tolevy atax on them. Would 
that be any excuse for not taking a census? You 
find one or two men who are reluctant or opposed 
to it for any reason, Can the President plant 
himself upon a solitary objection like that and say 
it was an cxcuse that the people would not sub- 
mit their names to be registered? If aman would 
not comply with the law, if he would not give his 
name when he was asked, he would be no gentle- 
man, [ grant you; but you could not convict him 
of any crime for not doing it, and certainly you 
could not deprive his neighbor, who was perfectly 
willing to give his name, of his rights. You in- 
dulge in these generalities: you say that A, B,C, 
or D, wentintoa county, and Tom, Dick, or Harry 
said ** 1 will not have my name registered,’’ and 
then turn about and say the people can lose their 
liberties by a default consequent on such proceed- 
mgs as these! Sir, it is arrant nonsense, come 
from what source it may. 


1m 1aW 


The fact was, that the people could not vote if | 


they would; and, ina great many instances, would 


notif they could; and Lcommend them for it. The | 


experience they had had in that Territory had 


shown them already that it was a mere ar, 


mummery to vote, for votes did no good, in- 
cinnati Directories and candle-box returns have 
been infinitely more potent than the real votes of 
the inhabitants of that Territory. What good 
would itdo them to vote? You had already taught 
them that there was a purpose to be accomplished; 
and, if votcs would not answer, Cine'nnati Direc- 
tories, forged returns, anything would be resorted 
to; the thing would move on, majority or no ma- 


jority. 
lie American people are supposed to be a 


! 


their duty to go, and that if they did not | 


Peter Funk auctions. 
horn gets taken in; but the great mass of the peo- 
le will not be taken in by them. But the Pres- 
ident of the United States has set up and devised 
schemes as shallow, as fraudulent—yea, as infa- 


United States are going to be defrauded by any 
such nefarious means as those. Sir, he will find 
they will not work. 
the days of the 
they work now. 


tevolution, and much less will 


They understand pretty well | 
Once in a while, a green- | 


mous as that; and he supposes the people of the | 


They would not work in | 


Well, sir,a Legislature was elected shortly after | 
the time these delegates were elected to frame a | 
constitution. You attempted an outrageous fraud | 


then in order to carry the Legislature. Your Ox- 
ford and Delaware-Crossing frauds were resorted 


to. I have the evidence of them allhere. Nobody | 


doubts them. There is not a man here who will 


rise and say that it is not the truth that these | 


frauds were open, palpable, notorious, understood 
by everybody. Governor Walker investigated 
them, and said so. He even went up into one of 
the precincts where these frauds were committed, 
and found that it was impossible such a vote 


could have been cast there. He found the people | 


amazed that any such pretenses should be made; 
and he found that the names of your best men, 


whose names were notorious, known all over the | 
country, were on the voting lists, because they | 
did not seem to have great facility in inventing | 


names. 
of the country and placed them upon their list. 
Grovernor Walker took the returns of Johnson 
county and others. 


He seemed to ponder over | 


They seized upon all the great names | 


that subject a little; and [ am sorry that he did. I | 


am amazed that any man, in any section of the | 


country, the very moment that he found that such 
a gross, insulting fraud had been sought to be 
palmed off upon the people, should hesitate an in- 
stant to throw it into the face of the scoundrels 
who had presented it. He. hesitated, and after he 


knew how it was, he saw fit to place his rejection | 
of the return on a technicality, rather than on the | 


naked deformity—the want of votes. They had 
not certified the fraud in technical language, and 
therefore he threw it out. 
it out for the substantial reason, and thrown your 

| technicality to the dogs. 
How was he met? It was said—I do not know 


with what truth, it was in all the papers—that the | 


| fortunes of the Governor and Secretary declined 
from the moment they rejected these infamous 
frauds. It changed the character of the Legisla- 
ture. It gave a vast majority in that Legislature 
to the Republicans; whereas, if these frauds were 


made effectual, they would have made this Le- | 


| gislature just like that which preceded it. It was 
a great disappointment, and it is said that some 

| sections of the country ‘‘ howled” over it; and 

| President Buchanan, as they began to howl, 
trembled at their howling, and it resulted in the 

| dismission of both those honest officers from their 

| trust. Sir, future ages will be amazed at the au- 
dacity of the President who would make it a mat- 
ter of reproach to one of his officers that he had 
failed to give effect to a fraud which should con- 
fine a man to the penitentiary for life. 

But, sir, the fraud was discovered; nobody could 
gainsay it; the free-State legislative ticket was 
triumphant; and now what is to be done? Your 
Lecompton convention quailed and trembled under 

| that aspect of the case. They went to drumming 
up their men,and they hardly got a quorum, be- 


this Judai, and it had got into the hands of honest 
men. Your Lecomptonites did not like to brave 
public opinion, and enact this famous Lecompton 
constitution. I believe they never did get a quo- 
rum there. The fact is, that every man who had 
the least sense of decency or shame about him, 
never appeared in the convention at all; but a mi- 
nority appeared, and they conjured up a consti- 
tution. We have it here, sir. We have it sent 
to us for ratification by the President of the Uni- 
ted States; and when he sent it, he was in full 
possession of all these nefarious facts. Instead 





under his heel as a spurious thing, disgraceful to 
all who gave assent to it. They made their con- 
stitution, and they provided for submitting a part 
of it to the people. How? Itis sometimes con- 
tended on this floor that it was understood when 


I should have thrown | 


cause they saw that the scepter had ee from | 
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frame a constitution under which they would || shrewd people. 





with plenary, sovereign, irrevocable power, } 

make just such a government for that people as 
they pleased; that their doings, under no cireyy,). 
stances, were ever to be submitted to the peop! 

There is plausibility in that, because you recy}. 
lect that the act calling the convention was vetor, 
by the Governor because it did not contain a clays, 
submitting the constitution to the people; but j: 
was passed over the head of your Governor by , 
two-third vote of these patriots. Soit was premoed. 
itated malice. It was deliberated upon; and fray 
was meditated by them. They Knew very wel! 
they could not make a mistake about it, that the 
people who had just returned a Legislature agai, st 
them by more than three to one, would nullif; 
this beautiful constitution of theirs mighty quick 
if it were submitted to them; and hence they Wer 
going to steal a constitution, and fasten it on ¢! 

necks of their fellow-citizens behind their backs. 
and against their will. The President has aid. 
and abetted this fraud. 

Now, sir, after the Lecompton convention mad 
this constitution, even if there had been any }y. 
gality about it, before it became binding on ¢), 
people, the Legislature whom the people had jy; 
chosen took the subject under consideration, a 
they sent forth their edict of more than ten io ove, 
(for they represented more than ten to one of { 
people of the Territory,) that this constituti 
should be submitted to the popular vote. By 
Mr. Buchanan says, *‘ ah! it was a little too late,” 
Good God, sir! When a man lets judgment go 
against him by default, I know of no court that 
will not permit him to pay the costs, open the 
default, and try the case on its merits; but whey 
the great cause of human liberty and right, whey 


| the great cause of the American citizen is cov- 


| tage of their default? 
| inquiry, it strikes me. 


cerned, when the question is, shall the American 
citizen havea voice and a vote as to the constitution 
under which he and his posterity are to-live, per- 
haps forever, ah! then he is debarred, he has no 
power to set it aside! He is foreclosed justas tly 
people were foreclosed because they would not go 
and vote at your Peter Funk election for a con- 
vention. 

There was a default! Who was to take advan- 
That would be a material 
They were too late, says 


| President Buchanan. Too late for whom? Wer 


| To whose benefit was it to inure.? 


they not making a constitution for the people of 
the Territory of Kansas? Who had a right to 
interfere ? Were they to lose their right by laclis 
if they committed laches by suffering a default’ 
What tyrant 


_is there that is ready, when the people make ¢e- 


fault, to claim that meed of liberty which shou! 
have belonged to them? Why, sir, in an adwr- 
sary suit, | understand that if a man will not take 
care of his rights judgment will pass against lim; 
and, after all the provisions of law have 

complied with, he may forfeit his rights to his ad- 
versary; but here there is no adversary. [t is th 


| people themselves asking to make a constitution 


| asserting their rights? 
gain what they lost? 


for themselves; and President Buchanan and many 
Senators here likened it to some adversary sult | 
which there is a party that has some right to take 
advantage of any want of compliance with | 
law. Is this your new-fangled popular sover 
eignty? Whois to take advantage of it? Why, 
sir, itis as much a slave State, says the Presid 
as Georgia or South Carolina, Was it to inv! 
to their benefit if the people should lose a day! 

Was any other Stace! 
If there ever was a Uss! 
of legal nonsense dished up and sent to the Sen 
of the United States, it is such a message as!" 
President hassent here. I hate to use harsh terms, 
but [ have reason for them. If it is new in Us 
history of this Government, the things I comme! 
on are new. 

The people lose their own rights; they ar * 
day too late; the tyrant has bestrode their necks: 
the constitution is framed; and Mr. Buchan 


| says, ‘*ah, you are too late to retrieve your rights; 


d || been on the alert; you have lost a day, and yo 
of sending itto us, he should have trampled it || 


‘ this convention met that they were to be clothed | 


somebody has got hold of them; I do not know 
who, but you have lostthem. You ought to have 
liberties are gone forever.”? Why, sir, eve?" 
the good old Norman days they said the dignity 
of a freeman was such that even their highes! 
courts could not force him to come in under ow 
days. First, they must go to him and invite he 
to come in like a gentleman, tell him what the 
business was for which he was wanted, beca\* 
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1, was beneath the dignity of a free citizen in Eng- 
tind at that period, to have a summons come in 
cy a mandatory form that he must obey it in 
» moment. It seemed to be a mark of servitude 
that our sturdy ancestors would not submit to It 
not so now, however. 


ves may be gone. In one day you may become 


_ slave and be denied all chance of liberty. Why 


do you say these men are rebels and traitors? 
You have had an army of two thousand men in 
Kansas and all the paraphernalia of war, for what 

To compel that people to conduct their 
domestic concerns In theirown way! [Laughter.] 
They would not do it. Did you ever hear of so 


| urpose ? 


perverse a race as there isin that Territory? Two | 
thousand soldiers with all the paraphernalia of | 


war are required to force a people to do just as 


they please. {Laughter.] Governor Walker wrote | 
tothe President over, and over again, before he | 


vot the hang of these men. The first persons he 
met in the Territory when he got there were those 
busy border ruffians, always in communication 
with the President, who seem to have mesmer- 
‘zed him and entranced him. 
doubt, took letters of introduction to some of the 
irst border-ruffians in the Territory; and they 

eyed to have obtained their knowledge at first 
from that source. They wrote ferocious letters 
for avout a month. Governor Walker, however, 
finally took it upon himself to act the missionary. 
He thundered forth his proclamation. First, he 
told the people he would enforce those border- 
ruffian usurped laws upon them; but he had the 
srace to say that when the constitution came to 


be acted upon, all of them should have a fair op- | 
He said ** such are my instruc- | 


portunity to vote. \ 
tions from the President, such is my will; and in 
that respect you shall not be thwarted.’’ He went 
amongst the people; he found them uneasy about 


the government which was ruling them. He wrote | 


to the President, over and over again, that there 
was reason to fear there would be civil war if ty- 
ranny was persisted in, and that the only way he 


could pacify them was by assuring them on the | 
authority of the President that they should have | 
the right to make their own constitution, in their | 
y. Hesaid that was the only pacification | 
he could offer them, and if he had not done it the | 
‘Territory would have been in ablaze of war. He | 
wrote to the President that he had told the people | 
of lis consultations with the President; he in- 

formed them that they had the faith of the Presi- | 


own way. 


dent and the Cabinet that the constitution would 
be submitted to them. The people there had had 


Tyee] 
A iltile 


fine words of yours; but we have been dealt with 
so falsely and perfidiously by our government 
that we fear even your good faith cannot protect 
us; but he gave such assurances as ultimately 
pacified them. 


There must be some secret history connected | 


with the course of the Administration in reference 
to this matter, which it would be exceedingly in- 
teresung to have unfolded. The President in his 
inaugural had proclaimed in the hearing of the 
Whole people of the United States that the people 


of Kansas should have a free and fair opportunity | 


‘o Vote on theirown constitution. He proclaimed 
that, as a matter of course, that must be done. 
‘le admits it in his last message. He acknowl- 
fdzes in that message that he made these general 
‘tatements; but he says his mind dwelt on the 
{uesuon of slavery only. Well, sir, lam nota 
tian who wishes to keep anything back, and I tell 
"iy friends here who expect to support the people 


ea : ‘ 
°! Kansas in their course, you cannot blink the | 


(Nestion; itis slavery that the people are opposed 
" ‘irsentiments on every part of the constitution; 
vat L candidly admit that if there were no slavery 

i, there would not be much contention about 


, 0 the other side of the Chamber, nor on this. | 


_- Hot my friends say that it makes no difference 


Whether there is slavery in it or not, and that the | 

the I agree that | 
are right in principle on that. The people | 
ould pass upon anything and everything con- | 
‘ed with their welfare touching the constitution | 


“re question is on the submission. 
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to make an interrogatory of him at this 


In one day your liber- | 


The Governor, no | 


experience of Presidents and Cabinets. | 
Chey said to Governor Walker * these are very | 


have no doubt they would like to express | 


question is the great matter that divides | 


BIGGS. Will the Senator from Ohio per- 
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point of his remarks? I feel very much interested 
in his speech, and desire to put one question to 
him. 

Mr. WADE. Certainly. 

Mr. BIGGS. Hehasargued about the course 
of the President as to the expression of the voice 
of the people of Kansas on this constitution. He 
has stated, however, that the important question 
involved, is the question of slavery. Now I de- 
sire to ask him, and I know he will answer me 
with his characteristic frankness: if it was satis- 
factorily shown to him thata majority of the peo- 


ple of Kansas were in favor of that provision of | 


the constitution which recognizes, tolerates, and 
protects slavery, would he vote for the admission 
of Kansas into the Union, or would he vote for 
the admission of any State into the Union witha 
constitution tolerating, recognizing, or protecting 
slavery? 

Mr. WADE. Well, sir, | would not do any 
such thing under any circumstances; I never will; 
I give you notice ofthat. [have no idea of spread- 
ing slavery into country now free. 1 do not dis- 
cuss the merits or demerits of it. The reason 
why I do not discuss them is, that they are noth- 
ing to me, so far as my vote goes, and more espe- 
cially in this Territory that you have stolen from 
freedom against good faith. I know the question 
you have put was outside of the record. It was 
like the opinion of the court in the Dred Scott 
case; but Lam willing to answer it. This Terri- 
tory was proclaimed to be free; the best guaran- 


| tees that the best men in this country could ever 


give made it free; and you have undertaken, by 
fraud to steal it forslavery. I might rest on that; 
but, as you expect some effect to flow from it be- 

ond that, | give you the full benefit of my views. 
But they are my views; do not proclaim them as 
anybody else’s. Ido not know or care about the 
views of tle Republican party on such questions. 
iam very apt to consult my own views of pfo- 
riety. 

Mr. BIGGS. I believe the Senator concurs en- 
tirely with the Republican party. In their plat- 
form, I believe, they took that position. 

Mr.WADE. Well, sir, you may get that from 
the platform, not from me. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. President, there is something extraordi- 
nary in the manner in which this constitution was 
submitted. Was the like of it ever heard of be- 
fore? I have heard floating rumors that the inge- 
nuity of this whole District was invoked to invent 
that form of submission; but I do not know how 
the fact was. Ido vot believe that rude border- 
ruffanism had the ingenuity to invent these 
meshes of slavery. I fear that the fingers of men 
at the other end of the avenue may be tainted 
with it. I donot know that; but I have shrewd 
surmises about it. How was it submitted? | 
will ask first, why did you submit it at all? On 
the other side of this Chamber you claim that the 
convention was under no obligations whatever to 


| the people; that the convention was supreme; 


that it might do as it pleased; that, if it did not 
submit it, the people must be content—a doctrine 
as much fraught with despotism as anything that 
can be found in the eastern world. You say that 
a set of men called into a conyention can, at their 
will, frame an instrument by which the whole 
people are to be bound, hand and foot, against 
their will. Why, sir, it is an absurdity, in my 
judgment, altogether too palpable for argument 
in any part of the United States. 

If we hold our liberties by such a tenure as 
that, they stand on a more fragile basis than I have 
supposed, Why, sir, | have always supposed 
that everybody understood that when a conven- 
tion was framing a constitution, it was merely 
making a proposition to the people who were to be 
governed by it. They say to the people: ‘* Will 
you have this? We have dong our best to make 
a constitution which we, as members of this com- 
munity, have believed would be acceptable to you. 
We propose, therefore, that you look into it, and, 
if it meets with your approbation, make it your 
constitution.’’ I have always supposed that that 
was the meaning of the action of such a conven- 
tion; and certainly it is,if American liberty means 
anything. 

The men assembled at Lecompton dare not pre- 
sent their constitution to this body without some 
attempt to cover it up; they must make an at- 
tempt to submit it. How have they done it? 
Why, sir, they have contrived, by ingenuity, to 


| way or the other, just as he sees fit? 


rT23 


getup a scheme whereby the form of voUng nuelt 
be preserved to the people, and the result be the 
same, letthem vote as they would. It makes me 
think of a man who built a hog-pen up in ovr 
country once, and the rails were so crooked and 
winding, that when his hogs got through and 
thought the V had got oul, as they wound ulong 
they came right in again. [Laughier.] So here, 
the people were to Say **consutution with sla- 
very,’ or “constitution without slavery.’’ If they 
said ** constitution with slavery,” that gave then 
slavery up to their ears; it never could be dove 
away with. If they voted ** constitution without 
siavery,’’ what would an unsophisticated mau 
suppose would come then? [le would suppose he 
had got out of the pen; but the fact is, it twisted 
him right in where he was before. He had not 
gone aninch; slavery wasthere; it was tobe there; 
it was to be protected there forever, vote as you 
would. An they extorted an oath, before they 
put this nefarious fraud to the people, that they 
should support it! 

Now, sir, whoever devised this scheme had a 
more mean and contempuble opinion of the 
American people than is consistent with repub- 
licanism or Democracy. I donot believe there is 
a despot on God’s earth that dare deal thus with 
his people; and you say they are to be bound by 
such a Peter Funk operation as that! Do you 
suppose men are to be entrapped and deprived of 
their liberties in this way? The only difference 
in the result, whether they voted for the constitu- 
tion with slavery or without it, was, whether the y 
would allow the future importation of slaves into 
the State, or whether those now there should be 
kept in slavery, with their posterity, forever. It 
was to be a slave State, and, in the language of 
the President, as much a slave State as Georgia 
or South Carolina, whether the people voted that 
they would have the constitution with slavery, or 
whether they said they would have it without 
slavery. Is not that a fine aspect to hold up to the 
American people, to suppose they are to be gulled 
by such a thing as that? 

Then they provided, in the schedule, that the 
vote should be returned to one John Calhoun, 
the president of the convention. I deny, as a 
legai proposition, that Calhoun could politically 


| live one moment after the convention had ex- 


| pired. 


All the incidents die with the principal. 
He was defunct, and it was not in the power of 


| the convention to keep him on foot in his official 
| form one hour after that. 


But, passing by that point, we see the shrewd 
ingenuity with which it was done. ‘This Calhoun 
was empowered, as dictator there, to fix all the 


| election districts, to appoint the judges, his own 


mere creatures and instruments, to make the re- 
turns, and they were to make them to him, and, 


| as it 1s construed now, to make them either this 


year or next year, just as he pleases. They said 
the returns should be made to him in eight days 
after the election, but he need never exhibit them 
at all; and he has proclaimed in this city, to the 
honorable Senator from Illinois, who has stated 
it on this floor, that unless this constitution be 
adopted, he, in his sovereign majesty, never will 
make known what was doue! 

Mr. President, is it not an open, downright 
insult offered to the American Senate, to send this 
fugitive from justice, armed with this tremendous 
power of turning a constitutional majority one 
Will the 
liberty-loving people of the United States submit 
to this kind of authority and dictation? Who is 
this John C. Calhoun? 

A Senator. He drops the ** C.”’ 

Mr. WADE. Lam glad he does so, for the 
honor of his predecessor. Whois he? Weknow 
nothing about him. The only history of him we 
have, is that he has been indignantly driven out 
by that people, as a violator of their laws, as a 
man so infamous that they would not suffer him 
to live there at all, and he has fled to the place 
vhere everything that is anti-republican and 
tyrannical scems to fily—he has sought a city of 
refuge here, where everything too vile to live at 
home seems to find a place. Here we are waiting 
on John Calhoun for ight as to who shail govern 
the Territory of Kansas. {** The State.’’} Well; 
the State of Kansas, wheu it gets to be a State. 
I know the President calls ita State now, and did 
ita great while ago. Was cver anything done 
like it on this continent befor Wien before 
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wasa man armed with authority to take the votes 
of the people of a State, bury them up mn acandle- 
box, if you please, or carry them in his pocket, 
not letting anybody be witness of what he has got, 
and there hold them in the face of the whole peo- 
ple just as long as he pleases, and, if he pleases, 
so forever? Sir, if you give sanction to frauds 
like this, American institutions are on their last 
legs, and they oughtto be. John Calhoun, sit- 
ting in some pubiie house in this city, with the 
destinies of a great State in his pocket, and he 
refusing to exhibit the truth to the Senate of the 
United States, to the President of the United 
States, to the House of Representatives, or to 
inybody interested to know anything about it! 
Dictator John Calhoun is to say who shall rule 
Kansas. A gentleman here said the other day, 
** Cotton 1s king.’’ “He was mistaken. Sir, itis 
John Calhoun who ts king. 

jut I do not wish to pursue this subject any 
further. [am sick ofit. The honorable Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. Hammonp] said he had 
seen enough tosatisfy him that these frauds were 
sickening and shameful, and he did not want to 
investigate them. Itis sickening; it is loathing 
to the American mind to contemplate these nefa- 
rious frauds that are flouted in our faces; and we 
have no means to redress them. Sir, we should 
‘scout them from us with indignation; and I hope, 
for the honor of the American name, that all thes: 
proceedings, so fraught with most palpable and 
undeniable fraud, will receive the stern denuncia- 
tion of this body. 

[ omitted to notice one little point that I ought 
to have mentioned, and that was the disagreement 
between gentlemen on this floorasto what should 
be done with a constitution formed in this way. 
The Senator from Louisiana did not tell us what 
he would do in a matter of this kind. It was a 
rough spot forhim. I believe he did not intimate 
whether he thought, if there was a majority in 
favor of this constitution, we ought to reject it, or 
not. I believe his speech is barren on that sub- 
ject. The Senator from South Carolina, finding 
himself pressed to the wall, came to the conclu- 
sion that, in framing constitutions, a minority 
ought to rule. That was a newdiscovery! M1- 
norities should rule, because you have not gota 
majority! He spoke that which seems to be acted 
out by many others. 

Now, we are told, as a kind of salvo, by the 
President of the United States, after he has con- 
signed us, soul and body, to the South and to 
slavery, thatthisconstitution can be changed. He 
seems not to have a single idea of the North; he 
has forgotten that there is a North; and yet he 
turns around in his message, sud finally says to 
us two or three times over, that the best way is 
toadmit Kansas into the Union as a State, because 
they can then make a free State so much quicker 
than they could if you referred the whole matter 
back to them. Was there any sincerity in that? 
Is there any southern gentleman on this floor who 
is going to contend that this constitution shall be 
crowded down the throats of that pr ople because 
then they can, with greater speed and facility, 
make Kansasafree State? Isthatit? Was that 
view of it designed for the other side, or was it to 
cheat us? It was not designed for both, everybody 
knows, and nobody will vote for it with that 
view. 

The President, however, has said that the peo- 
ple can alter their constitution when they please. 
‘That point has been so ably argued by other gen- 
tlemen that [am not going to enter into it elabo- 
rately. 1 willask southern gentlemen, are you 
willing to yield to that doctrine? If the consti- 
tution prescribes the mode and manner of its 
amendment, can you,without revolution, goacross 
roads, run counter to it, and amend it in a differ- 
ent manner from that pointed outin it? Southern 
eentiemen have an equal representation on this 
floor, gentlemen of the small States on this floor 
compete with the largest; but if a bare majorit 
ean alter constitutions at our will, how long will 
we submit to be outvoted by mere minorities who, 
in this body govern, so far as they can govern, 
the people of the United States? It was a com- 
pact made, it was part and parcel of the Consti- 
tution of the United States; it cannot be abrogated 
without revolution, and he who should attempt it 
would be a rebel; and yet your Chief Magistrate 
is preaching up to us such doctrines as these, and 
ieiling the people that although your fandamental 


law prescribes the mode of its amendment, all such 
restrictions are void, and a bare majority can rule. 
He says these limitations in the constitution are 
no more than limitations upon a municipal corpo- 
ration; a majority can alter it at their will. 

Sir, the doctrine isas new as it is revolutionary 
and dangerous. Other gentlemen have hinted that 
this could be done. My colleague [Mr. Pucn] 
upon this floor has presented an amendment, 
which contemplates that we can help a people to 
make their own constitution—that we may say 
they shall construe it for themselves. I know 
very well that my honorable colleague did not in- 
tend to deceive anybody when he offered this 
amendment; bat | know that if it be adopted, its 
only effect will be to deceive thousands of unso- 

histiecated men who are not lawyers. Will State- 
rights men on this floor contend that we can mod- 
ify a constitution for the people of a State? You 
who have repudiated the old Jefferson proviso; 
many of you who claim even that a State of this 
Union may secede at will, do you hold that you 
may force a State into the Union against her will 
on just such conditions as you please? Sir, such 
doctrines as these will hardly answer with the 
American people. You can no more force a people 
into this Union against their will, with a consti- 
tution which they repudiate, than you can force 
them outofthe Union against their will; nor any 
more than they can secede of their own will. 

doth attempts are revolutionary, having no war- 
rant in the Constitution; and Iam amazed that a 
man of the age of the President of the United 
States, aman of the conservative ideas that he has 
been supposed to entertain, should have put forth 
a doctrine that would root up and overturn at the 
mere will of the majority, not only the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, but every constitution 
in the States of the Union. 

There is one other idea that has been constantly 
put forth here by many gentlemen who are at- 
tempting to justify the admission of this Terri- 
tory into the Union under the Lecompton consti- 
tution. They say that other States have been 
admitted withoutan enabling act. Sir, all that is 
said on this subject I will not say is mere soph- 
istry; but it ought to deceive nobody. Perhaps 
more than half the new States have come into the 
Union without any enabling act. I do not think 
that such an act is at all essential. Here area 
people all homogeneous, all having the same in- 
terests, having no matter of contention between 
them; they could get together, and, without any 
dissent, frame a constitution, and ask us to admit 
them under it. ‘The evidence must be such, al- 
ways has been such in every instance, that there 
has been no*reason to doubt that the constitution 
had the approbation of the whole people, or ofa 
vast majority. Why do you require a popular 
vote on that point? Because, when there is dis- 
pute, itis the only means of ascertaining where 
the majority is; but if there is no dispute you can 
have that evidence in another way, and it is just 
as legitimate. Whathas thattodoasa precedent 
with a case where civil war even is raging in re- 
gard to the constitution that is presented; where 
strife, contention, and arms are invoked to settle 
the controversy ? Youare likening that to a peace- 
ful gathering of homogeneous people, all agreed 
to fix their institutions in their own way. Sir, 
there is no parallel. One throws no light on the 
other. The people of Kansas, in three days, 
ean settle this matter, if you will let them. You 
are convulsing the whole nation by the attempt 
to force a constitution on the unwilling necks of 
a people, which they abhor and detest. With- 
draw your force, withdraw your coercion, say to 
that people, ‘assemble yourselves together peace- 
fully, and determine what constitution you choose 
to live under;”’ and my word for it, sir, the hour 
you do so, peace and tranquillity will reign 
throughout the whole of Kansas. Every man 
knows it. 

This contention is kept up for no other reason 
than to hang on the necks of that people this pet 
institution of slavery. In one hour you can make 
peace. Adopt the other course, and God only 
knows to what it will lead. I do not know what 
may be the result now; but it has never yet been 
found that by external interference, by force, or 
by fraud, you could coerce any set of American 
péople to submit to a government they abhorred 
and detested. Ifthey do it now, it will only mark 
the degeneracy of this age and of this people, and 





March 15, 


show that we are verging toward slavery and 
despotism. In my judgment, it is as necessary 
for us to rebuke and overthrow the frauds to whic) 
I have alluded as anything else we possibly can 
do. Ifthere is anything more dangerous to this 
Union than another, it is the immunity that js 
given to fraud, allowing oar ballot-box to be in- 
vaded. Why, sir, the hour your ballot-box js 
undermined to that degree that American people 
shall not have confidence in it, from that very hour 
you render free government impossible. Will you 
encourage it, will you foster these infamous at- 
tempts to undermine and overthrow the institu. 
tions of this country, and render representative 
democracy utterly impossible ? 

Sir, Lama member, and I am proud of it, of thy 
great Republican party. It is no sectional party, 
It is accused of all manner of sins; but it is organ- 
ized upon the broadest equity—to give every man 
his rights, and invade no man’s rights. It intends 
to render impartial justice to every section of this 
nation; it invokes the aid of good men from all 
sectionsand from all parties,who loathe the frauds 
which have beset the old parties. It is the only 
hope of those who see the Government, in the 
hands of the old parties, now running waste and 
suffering shipwreck. ‘l'his great party was not 
organized by any man, any more than the Whig 
party was overthrown by the interposition of any 
man. The Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Key- 
NEDY,] the other day, supposed that the old Whig 

marty was eytirely obliterated and overthrown 
a the Senator from New York, [Mr. Sewaro.] 
| Well, sir, I admit his power; I admit his ability; 


| T admit his worthiness to mold parties for good, 


_and they would be as safe in his hands as in the 
hands of anybody; but he has not the power, and 
there never was a man armed with power to put 
down or put up a great party, like the old Whig 
party, or to substitute in its place the Republican 
party. The great Republican party has grown 
out of your abuses. Your old friends have dis- 
trusted you. They could not follow the corrupt 
lead of their old partisans longer; and, as if ani- 
mated by a single voice and by one soul, they 
have come up in order to correct these evils. It 
is not the work of any man. There is no manso 
| high as to say; ‘* I have organized the Republican 
party.’? No set of men can say that they have 
done it. This great party is yet in its infancy. 
| It looked your old organizations, two years ago, 
| in the second year of its age, sternly in the face, 
and contended for the highest honor of this nation. 
Those corrupt means, that led to her organiza- 
tion, are as rife now as they were when she was 
organized. Her principles are just. 

I would not speak of a party in this high tribu- 
nal, were it not that we are constantly maligned 
with the idea that we belong to a sectional party. 
I deny it. The mission of this great party is to 
overthrow fraud; to reinstate the Government on 
her old glorious republican fondation; to admin- 
| ister it as the fathers administered it. With that 

view, she plants her feet firmly on the Declara- 
tion of Independence. She takes the Constitution 
of the United States in the one hand, and the 
union of the States and the rights of the States in 
the other; and she intends, with those banners 
flying, to march directly on until she has corrected 
these abuses, and brought back the ship of State 
to her good old moorings. 

A struggle was continued until five minutes 
past six o’clock on Tuesday morning, the night 
having been consumed by innumerable motio''s 
to postpone and to adjourn, on which the yeas aud 
nays were taken. An occasional speech divers! 
fied the scene. The majority at length yielded, 
and the Senate adjourned. The residue of this 

_day’s proceedings will be published in the Ap- 
pendix. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpar, March 15, 1858. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayet 


by Rev. C. H. Hat. sa 
| “The Journal of Friday was read and approve? 


| The SPEAKER stated the regular order o! 
business to be a motion submitted on Monday 
last, by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Exc- 
LisH,] to suspend the rules to enable him saad 

| troduce a bill providing for erecting a building! 
the city. of New Albany, in the State of Indiana, 

| for a post office and custom-house. 
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CALL OF THE STATES. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I ask the consent 
of the House to introduce the following resolu- 


tion: 
Resolved, That the States be called, beginning where the 
Speaker left off; and that upon such call members may in- 
troduce bills for reference only, of which previous notice 
has been given, and resolutions for reference, to which no 
objection shall be made; and that said bills shall not be 
prought before the House, by motions to reconsider. 


ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled a bill of the following title: 
«An act (H. R. No. 8) for the relief of John 
Hamilton;’’? when the Speaker signed the same. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


Mr. ENGLASH. I propose to withdraw the 
motion now pending, believing that I can accom- 
plish the object I had in view in making it in an- 
other and better way. I withdraw the motion, 
and in lieu thereof I submit the following resolu- 
uons. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the regular order of business? 

The SPEAKER. The call of the States for 
resolutions. 

Mr. DOWDELL. 
of business. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I ask to have my resolutions 
reported. 4 

The resolutions were reported, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 
quested to inform this House the amount of tolls collected | 
onthe Louisville and Portland canal since the United States 
became the owner of a controlling interest in the stock of 
said company, and what disposition has been made of the 
money so received from tolls; and if any portion thereof 
lias been used for the purpose of enlarging said canal, that 
he inform this House how much, and under what law or 
authority the same has been expended. Also, that he in- 
form the House the nature and extent of the interest of the 
United States in said canal; and whether he has any in- 
formation that the parties in charge of the same have ap- 
propriated, or propose to appropriate, the income of said 
canal, or the funds on hand belonging to the United States, 
without the concurrence of Congress ; and if so, under what 
law and by what authority. 

ind resolved, further, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro 
viding for a reduction of the tolls upon the Louisville and 
Portland canal; and also to inquire what further legisla 
tion, if any, is necessary to secure the interest of the United 
States in said canal. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 

Mr. ENGLISH. 
rules. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
because I 

Mr. ENGLISH. Debate is not in order. I 
want to debate the resolutions myself, if debate is 
to be allowed. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. So do I. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I ask for 
tellers on the motion. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Epie and 
Hawkins were appointed. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I think if the resolutions be 
again read, the gentleman from Kentucky will 
withdraw his objection to them. 

lhe resolutions were again read. 

Mr. ENGLISH. If the rules be suspended, I 

0 hot propose to discuss the resolutions. I will 
call for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 147, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrian, Ahl, Andrews, Atkins, 
Avery, Barksdale, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Blair, 
aa Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, Branch, Brayton, Bryan, 
pufinton, Burlingame, Burnett, Campbell, Caskie, Chaifee, 

hapman, John B. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clemens, Cling- 
— Cobb, Jobn Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Corning, Co- 
pee Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, Curtis, Damrell, 
= \dson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes 
san, Dimmieck, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, 
a Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gar- 
_ Gilman, Goode, Gordwin, Greenwood, Gregg, Groes- 
} * k, Lawrence W. Hall, Robert B. Hall, Thomas L. Har- 
is, Hawkins, Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, Houston, Howard, 
Ft Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
“ancy Jones, Owen Jones, Kilgore, Jacob M. Kunkel, | 
on Leidy, Leiter, Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, Sam- 
— Marshall, Miles, Millson, Montgomery, Moore, Mor- 
N iy Morrilt, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Mott, | 
Ph — Nichols, Olin, Parker, Pendleton, Pettit, Phelps, 

ms sips, Pike, Pottle, Powell, Quitman, Reagan, Reilly, | 
mn Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, Aaron | 
aw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Robert Smith, Samuel A. | 


What would be 


I call for the regular order 


I object. 
I move a suspension of the 


I object, 





Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stevenson, Jumes A. 
Stewart, Talbot, Miles Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, Tomp 
kins, Trippe, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron. Walton, Ward, 
Warren, Israel Washburn, Watkins, White, Wortendyke, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—147. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Bennett, Burroughs, Ezra 
Clark, Cragin, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Lowa, Dick, 
Edie, Giddings, Gilmer, Granger, Harlan, Hil, Kellogg, 
Kelsey, Knapp, Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Maynard, 


| Miller, Murray, Peyton, Potter, Purviance. Ricaud, Ritchie, 
| Roberts, Royce, Ruffin, Seward, John Sherman, Judsou 


W. Sherman, William Smith, William Stewart, Tappan, 
Underwood, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Wash 
burne, Wilson, Woodson, and Augustus R. Wright—2. 

So the rules were suspended (two thirds voting 
in favor thereof.) 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE stated that his col- 
leagues, Messrs. Keviy and Fenton had paired 
off. 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Lanpy, was detained at home by indisposi- 


_ tion in his family. 


The result of the vote having been announced, 
Mr. ENGLISH moved the previous question. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I hope the 


gentleman from Indiana will withdraw the call 


| for the previous question, to allow me ten minutes 
| in which to submit an explanation to the House. 


Mr. ENGLISH. I should like to accommo- 
date the gentleman; but if he submits any remarks 


I shall feel myself under a necessity of submitting 


some in reply, and therefore I must insist on my 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Then I 
trust that the call for the previous question will 
be voted down. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 66, 
noes 88. 

Mr. ENGLISH demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Biniine- 
Hurst and Bryan were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes fifty-five. 

Mr. ENGLISH. 
count. 

The SPEAKER. Then the House refuses to 
sustain the call for the previous question. 


Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, about the year 


I do not ask for a further 


1825, the Legislature of the State of Kentuck y in- || 


corporated a company for the purpose of con- 
structing a canal around the falls of the Ohio river, 
on the Kentucky side. The Government of the 
United States became a subscriber to the stock of 
that company to the amount of about two hundred 
and forty thousand dollars. The canal was com- 
pleted about the year 1830; and since that time the 
dividends which have been declared on the stock 
belonging to the Government of the United States 
have gone to the credit of the United States. They 
have amounted to such a sum as not only to reim- 
burse the Treasury forthe $240,000 which the Uni- 
ted States invested inthe stock ofsaid company,but 
to such an amount as to enable the Government, 
out of these extra dividends, to purchase the en- 
tire stock in that company owned by private in- 
dividuals. ‘The original stock only amounted ta 


| $1,000,000, and yet there has been exacted from 


the commerce of that river more than $3,000,000 
in the shape of tolls. We find, on examination 
of the record, that in the year 1855, the Govern- 
ment of the United States became the owner of 
all the stock excepting a mere nominal interest; 
and that for several years previous to that time, 
the tolls received exceeded the expenditures some- 
thing like the sum of one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars per annum;and if lam not mistaken, 
the average toll received per annum since the com- 
pletion of the canal, is about the sum of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars. The Government, when 
it purchased the stock owned by private individ- 
uals, not only paid par value for it, but in some 
instances paid as much as three dollars for one 
dollar of stock. The United States has virtually 
owned this entire canal for the last three or four 
rears; and, sir, the object which I have in view in 
introducing these resolutions, isto ascertain what 
has become of the hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars collected since that time from the boatmen on 
that river by this canal company, and which, so 
far as | am advised, have not gone into the Treas- 
ury of the United States, where it belongs. On 
the contrary, I understand that this canal com- 
any not only claim to collect tolls on that canal, 
ut to appropriate it to such uses as they may 
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deem expedient, without consulting the Congress 
of the United States. 

I find, sir, that the Legislature of the State of 
Kentucky has actually passed an act authorizing 
the construction of anew canal, asa branch of the 
old one, out of the canal revenues accrued and to 
acerue, which ought to and do belong to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. Here is the act: 
An act to amend the charter of the Louisville and Portland 

Canal Company. 

Be it enacted by the General sAssembly of the Common 
wealth of Kentucky, That the charter of the Louisville and 
Portland Canal Company be so amended as to authorize 
said company to construct with the revenues and on the 
credit of the corporation, a branch canal sufficient to pass 
the largest class of steam vessels navigating the Ohio river; 
and the said company are hereby vested with all the power 
and authority to acquire and hold the necessary lands for 
said branch, and to construct the same, vested by the charter 
and amendments for the construction of the original canal; 
and all the provisions of the original charter and amend 
ments shall be and are hereby made as applicable to the 
branch as to the original canal. 

I desire now to call the attention of the House 
toa statement of Mr. E. Lockhart, superintendent 
of the canal. He says, alluding to the law I have 
just quoted: 


“The board, thus clothed with full authority to go on 


| with the work, intend to commence the construction of the 


branch canal this spring. They have provided themselves 
with a plan of the new locks, and are only awaiting good 
weather to make a beginning. The charter authorizes them 
to borrow money on the credit of the company to the extent 
of $1,000,000. The navigation of the canal through the 
present locks will not be in the least interrupted by the con 

struction of the branch. The money now in the treasury of 
the company, with the accruing tolls, will first be used, and 
when exhausted, a loan will probably be resorted to, and 
the work will be carried on to completion as speedily as 
possible. The work will probably cost $500,000, and will 
require two years for its completion, in which time the 
tolls will pay about tivo hundred thousand dollars, requiring 
$300,000 to be raised by loan, which can easily be done on 
the credit of the company.” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is the state of the ease. 
TheUnited States has been reimbursed the amount 
of money which she originally subscribed to the 
stock of this company, and the toll collected upon 
the canal, over and above what was required for 


' that purpose, has been sufficient to sink the entire 


amount of stock owned by individuals, so that 
virtually the Government of the United States is 


| this day the owner of the entire stock, and has 


been so for many years, and yet we have no ac- 
count of what has been done with the tolls which 
have been levied upon the boatmen and the com- 
merce of that river, and now the factis disclosed 
by the superintendent, and by the action of the 
Kentucky Legislature, that itis actually proposed 
to take the accrued tolls, and the tolls hereafter to 
be collected, and which belong to the United States, 
and dispose of the same without the assent of Con- 
gress. How many private fortunes are to be made 
out of it remains to be developed. Mr. Speaker, 
I maintain that we have no satisfactory account 
of what has been done with the revenues since the 
United States Government has become the owner 
of the stock, and the object of these resolutions, in 
part, is to call upon the Secretary of the Treasury, 
upon whom this subject has been devolved, to give 
us the information in his possession, in regard to 
it. IL propose, also, that the Committee on Roads 
and Canals inquire into the expediency of redu- 
cing. the tolls to such a sum as will be sufficient 
merely to keep the canal in repair and pay the 
expenses of the same. My object is to relieve the 


commerce of the Ohio river from the onerous tax 


| all the 


now imposed upon it by that canal, and to get at 

fects so that the House may act intelli- 
gently wpon the subject. I say there is nothing 
unfair in the proposition, and I think it should be 
adopted without a dissenting voice. When the 
Secretary of the Treasury makes his response it 
will be proper to refer it to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, that they may inquire into the 
whole subject. [fit shall turn out that there should 
be legislation in regard to it, that committee will 
report the fact, and the House will take action 
accordingly. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I donot know 
but that the gentleman from Indiana has himselt 
made about the speech I could have desired, in 
explanation of the affairs of the Louisville and 
Portland Canal Company; but he has made some 
very wide inaccuracies, which are extraordinary ; 


| coming, as they do, from a gentleman directly 


from the locality of the canal. I agree with the 
gentleman that, about the year 1824 or 1825, the 
Legislature of Kentucky chartered a company to 
construct acanal around the falls of the Ohio. ‘The 
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ten thousand, of 4100 each. Of these shares the 
United States subscribed for twenty-three hun- 
dred, and private individuals subscribed for the 
other seventy-seven hundred. Asasharecholder, 
the United States Government drew in dividends 
from the company, $257,000 in money, being the 
whole amount that the United States had sub- 
scribed, and $27,000 of clear profit upon the in- 
vestment. All this cash went into the Treasury 
of the United States, 

About that time these gentlemen on the Indiana 
side of the river commenced petitioning Congress 
to make a free canal on their side of the river; and 
hy these petitions, and their agitation of the sub- 
ject, they endangered the property of the private 
stockholders in the Louisville and Portland canal. 
Ly the growth of western commerce it had be- 
come palpable that that canal was not equal to the 
wants of commerce, and that it must be enlarged, 
or anew one be constructed. ‘The western peo- 
ple ovjected to the collection of any tolls what- 
ever on the commerte of the Ohio, and they in- 
sisted upon having a free canal. ‘To accommodate 
them, the Legislature of Kentucky, at the instance 
of the Louisville and Portland Canal Company, 
amended the charter of that company, by which 
it was provided that the canal company might 
take the whole proceeds of the annual working 
of the canal, and thereby create a fund, which, 
instead of being divided among the stockholders, 
should be appropriated to the purchase and ab- 
sorption of the private stock. By that instru- 
mentality the private stockholders got rid of their 
shares, and the canal company absorbed its whole 
stock, except five shares. The Kentucky statute 
provided that the company was to take this amend- 
ment of the charter on the condition that, when, 
by this process, the whole stock had been taken 
out of private hands, it should be first offered to 
the United States, on the condition that the United 
States should make the canal equal to the wants 
of commerce, and should impose no larger tolls 
than such as would keep the canal in repair. If 
the United States did not take it on that condi- 
tion, then the canal company was to offer it to the 
State of Kentucky on the same conditions; and 
if the State of Kentucky did not take it, the canal 
company was to offer it to the city of Louisville 
on the same conditions. The whole proceeds of 
the canal were invested year by year, in obedi- 
ence to the amended charter, and with the knowl- 
edge of the United States, in purchasing in the 
private stock, till there remained but five shares 
of the seventy-seven hundred. 

The gentleman commits a wide mistake in sup- 
posing that by that process of absorption merely, 
the United States became the proprietor of the 
shares so purchased. The United States have not 
now « share more than they had when the charter 
was made. They still hold their twenty-three 
hundred shares, and no more. And let me say to 
the Congress of the United States that they will 
never bold another share until the United States 
perform the conditions on which the trust declared 
in the Kentucky statute is to inure to the ben- 
efit of the United States. Year in and year out 
the Representative from the city of Louisville has 
been before Congress with this offer made by the 
company, asking that an appropriation may be 
made to make the Louisville and Portland canal 
‘* equal to the wants of commerce,’’ so that the 
Uimted States might become the proprietor of the 
work, in conformity with the Kentucky statute; 
and year by year the constitutional scruples of 
gentlemen on the Democratic side of the House 
have prevented that being done. Year by year, 
when I have attempted to get an appropriation for 
this purpose, these same Indiana gentlemen have 
proposed to acquiesce in it with the condition that 
the Government of the United States, in appro- 


TT 


priating money to make the Louisville and Port- | 


land canal equal to the wants of commerce, should 
also appropriate money to build another canal on 
the Indiana side of the river. I have been urged, 
year by year, to accept this sort of compromise, 
but I have rejected it, and have stated on the floor 
of this House that there was no necessity for a 
canal on the Indiana side of the river. I have 
stated again and again that in my opinion, from 
being conversant with the locality, no canal could 
be made on the Indiana side of the river that would 
aincliorate the condition of commerce, ualess it 
shall be built some seven or eight miles long, and 
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number of shares of the stock of that company was | that then it would have to cross the valleys of a | 


creek which could be crossed in time of flood only 
by constructions that would throw the aqueducts 
to Rome by the Campagna into perfect insignifi- 
cance, 

Mr. ENGLISH. I rise to a question of order. 
I do not understand that the construction of a 
canal on the Indiana side of the river is a question 
in controversy here now; if so, I shall have some- 
thing to say upon that subject. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I had no 
doubt in the world, Mr. Speaker, that the gentle- 
man would flinch in this controversy, and I have 
not been mistaken. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I insist upon my point of 
order. The gentleman has no right to discuss the 
propriety or impropriety of constructing a canal 
around the falls on the Indiana side, and if he has, 
I shall claim the same right, and shall be able to 
show that a new and better canal can be made on 


the Indiana side, and for less money, and with less || 


obstructions to commerce, than the Louisville and 
Portland canal can be enlarged. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. It will be ob- 
served, Mr. Speaker, that the gentleman seemed 
to go into the whole history of the Louisville and 

| Portland canal—its revenues and the proceedings 


| of its company; but whenever I commence to de- | 


| velope and exfoliate the proceedings of those who 
wanta canal on the Indiana side, and to show the 
point that they are after, the gentleman suddenly 
discovers that there isa point of order necessary to 
be intervened. I object to the gentleman’s resolu- 
tions for this reason, that they do injustice to the 
five honorable men who now hold that stock. And 
I say here that there are no more honorable men 
on the face of the earth than those five men; and 
Jamsure that the gentleman does not intend, even 
darkly, to insinuate, or to cast the most distant 
imputation, that these men have soiled their fin- 
gers by corruption, 

~ Mr. ENGLISH. The object that I had in in- 
troducing these resolutions is to arrive at the facts 
through official sources. | make no imputation. 
[ simply desire to get at the facts. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The con- 
dition of this company has been reported to Con- 
gress by the Secretary of the Treasury at the 
opening of each year, and they who feel disposed 
to inquire into the proceedings of the company 
have had an opportunity—from the day of its char- 
ter down to this day—to look at the annual ex- 
| hibit of its debits and credits, and at the manner 
in which every dollar that came into its treasury 
was disposed of. There has been no secrecy about 
this matter; the company has come here again 
and again with this offer to the Government of 
the United States, and their offer has again and 
again been rejected, 

The late Secretary of the Treasury, without 
undertaking to give any directions, (as he clearly 
had no right to do,) but representing, as he did, the 
two thousand three hundred shares of the stock 
of the United States in the corporation, suggested 
to the managers of the corporation; first, that 
| they should reduce the tolls one half. They did 
| so; and still the commerce of the Ohio, on the 
| reduced tolls, created a large surplus in the treas- 
ury of the company. What was to be done with 
that surplus? ‘The directors determined, in con- 
formity with a suggestion from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, that they would appropriate the 
_ surplus to the improvement of the canal, and they 


| ported to Congress in 1856, to widen and deepen 
| the canal, cut a turn-out, so that steamboats 
could pass, and made a variety of improvements, 
such asa pivot bridge, booms, &c., to facilitate the 
yvassage of vessels through the canal. They, find- 
| ing that a surplus of some fifty-odd thousand dol- 
lars had accumulated, have gone to the Kentucky 
Legislature and asked for an amendment of their 
charter, by which they may go forward and do 
the whole work, so as to make, upon their own 





merece, when it will be handed over tothe United 
States, if the United States shall choose to receive 
it, without costing them a dollar. The Kentucky 
| Legislature of course passed the act for amend- 
| ing the charter without a word; and I stand here 
| the Representative of the district in which that 
canal is situated, to inform the yentleman from 
| Indiana, and the House, that Ido not propose 
| again to ask a dollar from Congress for that work. 


did proceed, as the Secretary of the Treasury re- | 


responsibility, a canal equal to the wants of com- | 


March 15 


3ut when the fact leaks out that, under tho 
amendment passed by the Kentucky Legislaty). 
to the charter of this company, the company js 
| going forward to make the improvements aceord- 
| ing to the wishes of the commercial men of the 
| country, and in accordance with the design thay 
| has been submitted, year by year, to Congress, 
| those gentlemen representing the Indiana side bo- 
| come suddenly alarmed lest the commerce of thy» 


> 





| Ohio river may be mulcted and fined. They nov 
| want, when they find that these improvemen:s 
| are to be made without costing the national Treas. 
ury a dollar, to inquire by what authority it is ty 
be done. 
| Mr. HUGHES. I want the gentleman from 
| Kentucky to leave me out. 
| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I will leaye 
the gentleman from Indiana out. fine the Rep- 
| resentatives of the Indiana side of the river, and 
| the Representatives of the Cincinnati interest, be- 
come suddenly alarmed; and the gentleman from 
| Indiana wants to get the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury to write a letter showing the gross amount of 
| proceeds that have been drawn from this cana] 
| since the Government of ‘the United Siates hay 
| had the controlling interest. Why, sir, Goi 
| knows she has never had the controlling intey- 
| est; and she never will have a controlling interest 
| until she has performed the condition under which 
she was to acquire that stock; which was, that she 
| should make the canal equal to the wants of com- 
/merce. Sir, year by year have I been here cx- 
| hausting my lungs, more than once, in trying to 
obtain an appropriation for the purpose of makinz 
| that canal equal to the wants of commerce. Con- 
gress has failed to make such an appropriation; 
| and now, I do not propose to ask Congress for 
| any more appropriations. The canal company 
| then went to the Kentucky Legislature for an 
| amendment to their charter, and their charter was 
amended. Under their amended charter they have 
gone on and acquired property to make a branch 
canal; and they announce that they are ready to 
| commence the work in the spring, and that they 
have entered into a contract for a canal equal to 
| the wants of commerce for $600,000. They will 
go on and complete this canal, and then what will 
| become of the proposition for the construction of 
/a canal on the Indiana side of the river by an ap- 
| propriation from the Federal Treasury? Wohin 
a canal shall have been completed, which shall per- 
mit your Cincinnati boats to travel through free; 
what will become of these propositions to build 
acanal at the Government expense, at a cost of 
ten or fifteen million dollars, which will never be 
reimbursed? ‘There will not be left an excuse for 
appropriating a dollar in that way. 
| Mr. ENGLISH. I desire to inquire of the gen- 
| tleman from Kentucky when [ have ever madea 
| proposition in this House of the character hie lias 
| just mentioned ? 
| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I do not 
| know that the gentleman has introduced such « 
| proposition. I refer to the interest that has been 
| here, year in and year out, ever since I have been 
| amember of Congress. I do not recollect whether 
| the gentleman from Indiana ever introduced such 
a bill; but I recollect that, whenever I have iutro- 
| duced a proposition for my canal, it has always 
| been incumbered by opposition from Indiana ant 
| from Cincinnati. ‘They would not let my cane! 
| be improved, unless I would take it cum onere ol 
| a big canal on the Indiana side of the river. 
Whether the gentleman is the sponsor of tliat 
| movement, I do not know. That has been the 
| countervailing interest which has caused the dil- 
'| atoriness of the United StatesGovernment. And 
| that interest, with the constitutional scruples 0! 
| gentlemen, have prevented the United States from 
| carrying forward the improvements upon which 
this stock in the hands of private individuals wes 
to be transferred. But, sir, now, beyond the two 
thousand three hundred shares owned by the Gov- 
ernment, there are seven thousand seven hundre 
shares in the hands of other parties. And now, 
| if you want to know the dividends they have 
earned and the dividends they have declared, raise 
‘| a committee, and gentlemen of this House shall 
_ learn the history of the matter from the commence- 
ment to the present time. I pledge my word 
/gentlemen that they shall have a fair and satis: 
| factory exhibit of every dollar that has passed 
| through the hands of these gentlemen. 
| Buti donot want resolutions like these passed. 
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They carry upon their face the inference that the 
Government of the United States may have been 
injured, and that there may have beena misappli- 
cation of the funds by the géntlemen who have, 
fom time to time, been in the discharge of that 
trust. I do not want the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to write down its history. I want the books 
to beexamined. They may be brought here, and 
they shall be brought here if you choose. 1 un- 
Jerstand the history of it from beginning to end, 
as perfectly as Ido my ABC’s. 

Mr. ENGLISH. If the gentleman understands 
this matter from the beginning, as I have no doubt 
he does, | should like to ask him if he denies the 
assertion Which I made, that the Government of 
the United States owns the whole of the stock 
except five shares ? 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I do, most 
emphatically. . 

Mr. ENGLISH. Then I desire to call the gen- 
tleman’s attention to the official report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, in which he says: 


“In January, 1855, the net receipts of the canal were | 


sufficient to purchase the balance of the private stock, and 
all was purchased and transferred to the United States except 
fire shares left standing—one to the name of the president, 
and one to the name of each of the directors of the canal.” 


This, sir, is the statement of a distinguished 
citizen of Louisville—the Hon. James Guthrie— 
when he was Secretary of the Treasury; and it 
will be seen that it fully sustains the statement 
made by me. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I have al- 
ready explained that. I have told the gentleman 
that, under the Kentucky statute, the canal stands 
ready to be transferred to the Government of the 
United States, whenever the Government of the 
United States shall make an appropriation. But 


Mr. Guthrie did not understand it, and nobody | 


else could understand, that the United States have 
become the proprietors of the zanal; because, in 


addition to the action of the Secretary of the | 


Treasury, the action of the corporators of the State 
corporation was required to discharge the trust 
created by the statute. And I take this further 
legal position, and refer it to any gentleman of the 
House learned in the law, that if these five cor- 
porators had attempted to transfer it to the United 
States Government, without the performance of 


the condition upon which the trust was declared, |, 


any court of equity would have enjoined against | 


thattransfer. ‘The State of Kentucky and the city 


of Louisville were reversioners in the matter,and | 


they both had legal interest in the transfer. Like 
bidders at a sale, if they stood forward ready to 
put down the bid that they thought equal to the 
wants of the commerce upon the transfer of the 
stock, they had the equitable right, the legal 
right, todo so. And, sir, Mr. Guthrie and your 


Comptroller together, could not have deprived 
them of it. 


ask is, that Congress, at this stage of the proceed- | 


ing, shall not go forward to make an ex parte in- 
vestigation, by which I fear that injustice may be 
done to these gentlemen. 
which every dollar that has been collected, and 
how it has been expended, shall be shown, and I 
willventure my head that there will not be a four- 
pence missing from the accounts, and that there 
will not be a dollar exhibited in the accounts, ex- 
cept what has gone to the improvement of the 
canal itself, and the amelioration of the commerce 
of the Ohio river. 

I think the passage of this resolution would be 
Wrong. You might, it may be, without any such 
intention, spread upon the records of the Gov- 
crament that which would stain these men, and 
might create a presumption against them. They 


! . . ; 
might be put down here without giving them a 


1} 


hearing at all. They have not come forward, but 


Give a committee, by | 


they willcome forward. This canal will be made, | 
and it will be made equal to the wants of com- | 
merce, and they will not ask a dollar from the | 


reasury to do it; and when it is done, it will be 


ready to be handed over to the Government of the | 


hited States, who have so long and so pertina- 
“ously been unjust to the commerce of the Ohio 
river, unless you burden the Government with 


‘nother useless and wasteful expenditure of the 
public mone 


Mr. COVODE. Mr. Speaker, I discover, dur- | 


re togress of this argument, that there is a 
contest 


‘ucky and Indiana. Now, to any person familiar 


ying behind the question between Ken- | 


You have got no property; and all I || tion of the Executive for any appropriation for 


with the commerce of the Ohio river, it is well 


known that the commerce of at least half of the | 


States of the Union has been suffering for years 
for want of sufficient capacity in that canal to ac- 
commodate that commerce. Solong as the ques- 
tion occupies its present position, there is no prob- 


ability that the Louisville canal will be sufficiently | 


enlarged to accommodate the trade of the Ohio 


river, and to allow the boats from New Orleans | 


to pass uninterrupted to Pittsburg. While the 
advocates of the Indiana canal are embarrassing 
the enlargement of the Louisville canal, there is 
no probability of completing a great work that 


ought to be completed, which is the building of a | 


dam atthe narrows below Louisville, high enough 
to raise the water over the rapids, to accommo- 


date both sides of the river and the entire trade | 


of the Ohio. The sooner this is done the better. 


1 have the opinion of scientific engineers that it | 


must ultimately be done. It isthe proper way to 


remedy the difficulties, and settle the contest be- | 


tween Kentucky and Indiana. 


I voted in favor | 


of the resolution for the purpose of bringing out | 


the testimony which would demonstrate that this 


canal has not the capacity to accommodate the | 


trade that is now passing over the Ohio river. But, 


while I have done that, [am satisfied that a thor- | 


ough investigation of this question will result in 
the adoption of the plan which I suggest to accom- 
modate all parties. 

Mr. RITCHIE. 


which I represent has a great interest in some 


Mr. Speaker, the district | 


means of getting around the falls of the Ohio | 


without obstruction, or with as litde obstruction 
as possible. Eversince [ have been in Congress, 
any effort to improve the navigation around the 


falls has been opposed by difficulties between the | 


members from Kentucky and the members from 
Indiana. Ihave been desirous, ever since I have 


been here, to procure an appropriation from Con- 
gress, or money in any way it could be obtained, 


in order to enlarge the present canal at the talls at | 


Louisville, so that it could be made adequate to | 


the wants ef commerce. I believe, from a report 
of the engineers on that subject, which I have ex- 
amined, that that purpose can be accomplished in 
less time, and ata smaller expense, in that wa 

than in any other. For that reason I have uni- 
formly supported that plan. If I should be mis- 
taken in that, if it be impracticable, | should then 


go for an appropriation of money to make a canal | 


upon the Indiana side—for, as between the two 
sides of the river, | have no choice. My only 
object is to have the means of getting around the 
falls with the least possible obstruction to com- 
merce, and the least possible expense in the way 
of toll. 

I find now, sir, that this subject, as it stands, 
is in this situation: we have no prospect of get- 
ting from this Congress, or of obtaining the sanc- 


the building of a canal on either side of the river; | 


and as a practical measure we have this company 


| in the very act of applying the tolls now collected 


| that river. 
this result in any other mode than the one now | 


for the enlargement of the canal on the Kentucky 
side. If let alone, they will, in my judgment, 
have a canal there in a short time, which will 
probably answer the purpose of the commerce of 
1 see no possible way of getting at 


adopted. I see no hope in the present state of the 


national finances and in the present aspect of the | 


political forces in this House and in the Senate, 
with the constitutional scruplés of the Democratic 
majorities, of getting money from the National 


| Government for this purpose, either to enlarge 
| the canal on the Louisville side, or to build a ca- 


nal upon the Indiana side. I therefore go for what || 


I consider the only practical measure on this sub- 


| ject, and that is to permit these men, who have 
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now the Louisville canal, to go on collecting their 
tolls and to enlarge the present canal, which is 


| now in existence upon the Kentucky side, until 


it is adequate for the purposes required. 
Mr. HUGHES. The gentleman from Ken- 
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been for years, two rival interests contending in 
reference to this matter—one Is the interest of the 
Louisville and Portland Canal Compary, and the 
other the interest of the proposed canal on the In- 
diana side of the river. I believe that the facts 
with reference to the past history of the Louisville 
and Portland canal have been fully and fairly 
stated by the gentleman from Kentucky. W hat- 
ever may be the interest of this corporation or that, 
or the interest of Kentucky, or the interest of 
Indiana, with reference to this matter, it must 


‘be apparent, I think, to the judgment of every 


| whether upon the one si 


man, that the interests of the trading commu- 
nity, and the commercial, people upon that river, 

de of the river or the 
other, is the same. Ifa man starts with a cargo 
of produce for New Orleans from the city of Mad- 
ison, it is his interest to get his cargo to market 
by the shortest and cheapest route. Itis not im- 
portant to him whether he gets around the falls 
upon the Kentucky side or upon the Indiana side. 
What he wants is to get around the falls as quick- 
ly and as cheaply as possible. It may be import- 
ant to the stockholders and corporators who 
shall take the tolls; but thatis a question in which 
the commercial portion of the community has no 
interest whatever. Their interest is that no one 
shall take any tolls atall; and that, if possible, 
the canal shall be free. 

Now, sir, a bill has been introduced into this 
House during the present session, by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and is now in the hands of that com- 
mittee, proposing the construction of a canal 
around the falls of the Ohio, on the Indiana side. 
What is the question which presents itself to this 
Congress as legislators? Why, sir, their object 
will be, as it is their duty, to accomplish the con- 
struction of a commodious and ready transit 
around these rapids, in the cheapest and most 
expeditious manner. How shallitbedone? By 
the appropriation of money from the public Treas- 
ury to construct a new canal on the Indiana side, 


| or by so fostering the interests of the canal alread y 


constructed, as to open there a cheap and speedy 
transit for commerce ? Now | undertake to say— 
and I base my assertion upon information derived 


from some of my constituents whose daily busi- 


ness is to trade up and down that river—that it 
will meet the wants and wishes of the commercial 
portion of the country to widen the Louisville and 


| Portland canal as speedily as possible, and allow 


the commerce of the river to pass through it. I 
do not know that these resolutions strike a blow 
at thatcanal. I do not think that [ should sup- 
port them if they did. The Indiana Legislature, 
some years ago, chartered a company for the pur- 
pose of constructing a canal upon the Indiana side. 
That company made an extensive survey and ex- 
amination, and that project has been in the stock 
market for years. 

Mr. BURNETT. [rise to a question of order. 
I dislike to make the point upon the gentleman 
from Indiana, but I do not understand that any 
question is now before this House in regard to the 


| practicability of building a canal upon the Indi- 


ana shore, or damming the river at the narrows. 
The simple question embraced in these resolutions 
is as to the propriety of calling upon a certain De- 

artment for information, and the gentleman from 
Sadiens should confine himself to that point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the pojnt of order is well taken. ‘The Chair had 
supposed, during most of this discussion, that 
very much of what has been said was not directly 
pertinent to the subject-matter under discussion ; 
and would have so decided if the question had 
been raised upon any gentleman preceding the 
gentleman from Indiana, 

Mr. HUGHES. I would like to make a 


| suggestion on this subject. There are three prop- 


ositions before the House. These resolutions call 


|| for information, and the relevancy of this inform- 


tucky was mistaken when he intimated that I did | 
not represent a district bordering upon the Ohio || 


river. 


of this fact alone will show that my constituents 
have an immediate interest inevery question con- 


There are now, Mr. Speaker, and have 


Two counties in my district border upon | 
| the river, and the flourishing city of Madison is 
| the county seat of one of them. The statement 


ation to the propositions before the House must 
be taken into consideration when voting upon 
them. I will endeavor, however, to proceed in 
order; though it is difficult, in my judgment, to 
vote understandingly on this call for information, 
unless we may discuss what are the proposed acts 
of legislation to which the information relates. 
Now, sir, why do we want information in re- 


| gard to the manner in which the finances of the 
nected with this transit around the falls of the || 


Louisville and Portland canal have been adminis- 
tered? Why, to enable us to determine whether 
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we will make a y canal, enlarge that one, or 
udopt some prope ition to elack-water the navi- 
vation of the river \n iumation on the latter 
point has been thrown out by t otleman from 


Pennsylvania, [Mr.Covope.}] Lpurposetoshow, 
with the permission of the Hlouse and of the 
Speaker, that the true policy is to let the existing 
canal be enlarged and widened as soon as _ possi- 
ije. Therefore, we ought not to trouble the De- 
partment for information, the very giving of which 
will require that a considerable portion of the 
clerical foree of the Department be diverted from 
their appropriate employment to get up this in- 
formation; and I would say here, in regard to res- 
olutions of inquiry generally, (and I have it from 
a reliable and high souree.) that the Departments 
are unable to meet the frequent calls that are made 
on them by this House for information, unless ad- 
ditional force be furnished them to do the labor 
thereby imposed. I was going on to say that the 
proposition for a canal upon the Indiana side is 
i the hands of the Committee on Commerce. 
‘The president of the company is here as an agent, 
sent by the Board of Trade of Cincinnati; and 
the very fact that this charter has existed for 
y cars—— 

Mr. BURNETT. 
of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is unable to see the 
pertinency of the remarks of the gentleman from 
Jndiana, to the pending resolutions. It may be 
that there is something intended by the resolutions 
which the Chair does not see or cannot compre- 
hend. All that the first resolution looks to is in- 
formation with reference to what has been done by 
certain officers connected with the Louisville and 
Portland canal; and there is a second resolution 
directing the Committee on Roads and Canals to 
inquire into the expediency of providing for re- 
ducing the tolls on that canal. That is all that 
the resolutions purport; and as to whether there 
be a proposition to build other canals at other 
points, the Chair cannot pereeive how that can be 
considered pertinent to the resolutions before the 
Liouse. 

Mr. HUGHES. Well, then, I will puta ques- 
tion, for information, to the mover of the resolu- 
tions. [ wish to inquire of my colleague whether 
he is not in favor of the construction of a new 
canal on the Indiana side of the river ? 

Mr. BURNETT. | object to his answering the 
question. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Under the ruling of the Chair 
it would not be proper for me to answer the gen- 
tleman’s inquiry, and therefore [ will not answer 
i; but Tam always for Indiana interests and 
would answer it fully if it would be in order. 

Mr. EDIE. I desire to know whether it is not 
competent for the gentleman, at this stage of the 
] roceedings, to presume that the obje ctofthe pro- 
posed reduction of tolls is to destroy the canal, 
and thus pave the way for constructing a canal 
on the Indiana side ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
it would require a rather metaphysical mind to 
see the application of that to the pending propo- 
sition. 

Mr. HUGHES. If 1 cannot be permitted to take 
the same range of discussion which other gentle- 
men have taken on this question, and if I must 
close my mouth under points of order, I shall en- 
deavor to close the mouths of other gentlemen by 
calling the oo question; and I do it. 

Mr. BURNETT. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Indiana to withdraw his call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. HUGHES. 
der. 

Mr. BURNETT. You were out of order, and 
1 will confine myself to the resolutions before the 
House. I desire to make a few remarks, and ask 
the gentleman to withdraw the call for the previ- 
ous question. 

Mr. HUGHES. 

Mr. BURNETT. 

Mr. HUGHES. 
previous ies 

Mr. BURNETT. [I do notunderstand, as my 
colleague from the Louisville district does, that 
these resolutions contemplate depriving the State 
of Kentucky of any rights that she or any of her 
citizens mey have in this canal. I cannot, for my 
life, see why there should be any objection to the 
calling for the information asked for hy these reso- 


I must insist upon my point 


Withdraw your point of or- 


Will you renew it? 
1 will. 
I withdraw the call for the 


| know that such was his statement. 
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lutions. Whatare the facts, as conceded by my col- 
league, and the gentleman from Indiana? There 
is no proposition here for the building of a canal 
on the Indiana shore, or for the damming the Ohio 
river atthe Narrows. There is nothing of that 
sort here; but merely a simple inquiry, asking for 
information as to the management of this canal. 
If it has been fairly managed, if there has been 
nothing wrong done, then the gentlemen who are 
interested in this canal are not injured by the in- 
formation being given. 

My colleague says that there was originally 
$1,000,000 of this stock—the United States own- 
ing twenty-three handred shares, and private in- 
dividuals seventy-seven hundred shares. Now, 
my colleague and the former Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States do not understand 
this matter alike. The Secretary of the Treasury, 
in his report to the House of Representatives in 
1455, says that this stock has been purchased— 
that Is, the seventy-seven hundred oa owned 
by private individuals—and has been transferred; 
to whom? My colleague says that the Govern- 
ment does not own it; but the late Secretary of the 
‘Treasury says that the United States have it by 
transfer. If that be so, then the Government of 
the United States is the owner of all this stock, 
except five shares. Now, what is the next in- 
quiry ? 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. My state- 
ment is this: that the offer to transfer it was made 
by the company to-the United States on the per- 
formance of the conditions required by the Ken- 
tucky statute, and there it stands to-day. I know 
that that is the fact; for | have been myself writ- 
ten to this winter, since I have been here, advising 
with meas to the propriety of formally withdraw- 
ing the offer. 

Mr. BURNETT. 


I now desire to ask my col- 
league a question. 


Itis this: if the United States 
do not own the seventy-seven hundred shares of 
stock, (except five,) to whom do they belong? 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. They are 
held in trust by these five men for the United 
States, if the United States will perform the con- 
dition of the trust, for the State of Kentucky asa 
second chooser, and for the city of Louisville as 
a third chooser. 

Mr. ENGLISH. If the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Burnett] will allow me, I can set 
this matter right by showing the precise language 
of the late Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Guth- 
rie, who, it is well known, is himself a resident 
of the city of Louisville. He says, in his official 
report: 

* In January, 1855, the net receipts of the canal were suf- 
ficient to purchase the balance of the private stock, and all 
was purchased and transferred to the United States except 
Jive shares ”” 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. That is 
nothing more than what my colleague [Mr. Bur- 
neTT} has just stated. The emphasis does not 
raake it any stronger. My colleague said that 
that was the statement of Mr. Guthrie, and I 
But I sup- 
pose the state of facts to be this: that Mr. Guth- 
rie spoke of a transfer having been made while 
there was only an offer to transfer, which offer 
the General Government has never accepted. In 
my country it takes two to make a bargain. 

Mr. BURNETT. My colleague, the gentle- 
man from Indiana, and myself, agree as to the 
facts. Now, let us examine the question as to 
whether we, as the representatives of the people 
of the nation, ought not to have this inquiry. 
Why should we not? My constituents are as 
much interested in the navigation of the Ohio river 
as are the constituents of any gentleman on this 
floor. The people of the whole country are in- 
terested in the navigation of the Ohio river. We 
all alike have an interest in it, and it is our duty 
to protect the people in their rights on that river. 
These resolutions ask for information—for what? 
With a view that we may determine the question 
as to whether there is any action on the part of 
the General Government necessary to protect the 
rights of the people of the country against five 
shareholders in this Louisville and Portland ca- 
nal. 

The Legislature of Kentucky, itis true, passed 
a bill in which they provide that this company 
may enlarge this canal. How? Out of the pro- 
ceeds arising from the tolls collected from the com- 
merce of that river. 
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Then the General Government owns every dol- 
lar of that stock, except the five shares owned 
by private individuals. The Legislature of Ken. 
tucky does not contemplate making this a free 
canal. But, sir, these five shareholders of this 


' canal are to enlarge it, and the commerce of the 


whole country is to be taxed—for whose benefit? 
For the benefit of these five private shareholders, 


Now, sir, I take as deep an interest in the af- 


fairs of Kentucky as any man in this House, and 
will go as far to promote the interests of the citj- 
zens of my own district and of that State, but ] 
will not sit here in my seat, and by my vote aid 
in refusing to call for information which will en- 
able us to determine intelligently what the action 
of the House should be. 

I am opposed to the project for building a canal 
on the Indiana side. Lam opposed to the Cin- 
cinnati project. But suppose, for instance, these 
five private shareholders who own this individual 
stock, go on and enlarge the canal,has not the Goy- 
ernment some voice in this matter? She ownsall 
the stock, which has been paid up and transferred 
to her, except five shares ; we are now calling for 
information to see how this money has been ex- 
pended, and by what authority they have appro- 
priated the tolls which have been collected to 
widening and deepening the canal. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I will read 
to the gentleman from the report of the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury, where the authority comes 
from: 

In April, 1855, the Department authorized the president 
and directors of the canal to make certain improvements, 
to be paid out of the surplus tolls, with a distinct instruc- 
tion that nothing was to be expended but the excess of the 
tolls over and above the expenses, and no debts to be con- 
tracted. The improvements authorized were a floating and 
swinging boom at the head of the canal, two additional 
basins at passing- places for boats, and the making smooth 
the ledges on each side of the canal, and the widening it 
somewhat. These improvements, it was considered, would 
benefit the navigation and facilitate the free passage of boats, 
and could be effected in two years with the surplus receipts, 
and were strictly within the expenditures for improvements 


| as contemplated in the act of 1542, and impliedly consented 


to by the United States.”’ 

There is the authority giving the assent of the 
United States to making these improvements. 

Mr. BURNETT. It may be that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had not the power to give 
the assent of the United States. But I will not 
discuss that question, for it is not the question 
before us. Iam for protecting the interests of 
commerce, and of the people of this country, for 
we are all interested init. Iam for protecting my 
constituents against any attempt upon the part of 
these five sharcholders to levy upon the commerce 
of that river for the purpose of enlarging this 
canal. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I want toun- 


derstand my colleague. Suppose Congress makes 


_ no disposition of the surplus revenue which arises 


from the tolls collected from the canal: the Gov- 
ernment owns but twenty-three hundred shares; 
seventy-seven hundred shares are owned by pri- 


_ vate individuals; and do I understand my col- 
| league to say that the Secretary of the Treasury 


has no power to give the assent of the Govern- 
ment to the dedication of the surplus to making 
improvements ? 

fr. BURNETT. The basis upon which my 
colleague rests his question will not do. Why? 
He bases it upon the supposition that the Gov- 


ernment does not own the seventy-seven hundred 


shares formerly in the hands of individuals. 

Mr. HUGHES. I rise to a question of order. 
I insist on applying the gentleman’s own ques- 
tion of order to himself. 


Mr. BURNETT. Well, sir, I will keep within 


| the bounds of order. My colleague rests his ques- 


tion upon the basis that seventy-seven hundred 


_ shares of this stock are owned by private individ- 


uals, when in fact the General Government owns 
them, and the General Government has the right 


_tocontrolthem. Private individuals have surren- 
dered their rights to them. Who says so? The 


Secretary of the Treasury—an official of the Gen- 


_ eral Government, who has the right to speak upon 
the subject. He says the right of ownership of 


these seventy-seven hundred shares is in the Gen- 


_ eral Government. 


I was remarking that I had an interest in the 
navigation of the Ohio river. My constituents 


"are interested in it. There is no gentleman upon 


this floor whose constituents are more deeply 1n- 


terested. I am for protecting the rights of these 
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orit ate shareholders; but I am for protecting the 
interests of the Government, and, above all, I am 
for protecting the interests of the people them- 


selves. 
ae MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Will the 
~entieman allow me? 
“Mr. BURNETT. No, sir; I cannot 3 ‘eld fur- 
ther. I say Lam qf gece, the rights of the 
people; and how do I propose to doit? I pro- 
nose to do it by voting for these resolutions, in or- 
jer that we may have this information before us, 
If there is nothing ** rotten in Denmark,” then we 
Jo not do those five gentlemen who own shares 
wy injustice. I will bear testimony to their high 
varacter, so far as | know them. I will not tor 
, moment intimate that they have done anything 
‘hat is not fair and right, or that they have not 
oroperly and legitimately appropriated the funds 
which have come into their hands; but, believing 
they have so acted, as a Kentuckian, | want the 
facts before us, so that everybody may judge for 
themselves. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 
question. 

Mr. BURNETT. I cannot yield the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I wish to ask 
whether this information has already been given 
us from the Department? 

Mr. BURNETT. It has not, according to my 
understanding. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Then we ought to 
have it. 

Mr. BURNETT. Now, sir, the Kentucky Le- | 
cislature have passed this actenlarging the powers 
of this corporation, composed of these individuals 
owning five shares; and the quesion with me is, | 
will you get the information which is necessary to 
enable you to judge how you can best protect the 
interests of the people against, if need be, those 
five individuals who claim the power to build this 
canal, and then to go on and collect what tolls 
they please? In compliance with my agreement 
with the gentleman from Indiana, [ now call the | 

evious question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Lask the gen- | 
tleman to withdraw the call for a moment to al- 
low me to offer an amendment. | 

Mr. BURNETT. [ cannot. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of [linois. I desire to 
state to the gentleman from Kentucky the object 
of my amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order unless 
by general conseftt. 


I desire to ask a 


“Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not pro- | 


pose to detain the House with debate. The Com- 
mittee on Commerce have jurisdiction of this sub- 
ject. They had the subject before them during 
‘ie last Congress, and they have the subject be- 
fore them now. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let us have the informa- 
thon, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, called for 


tcllers on the resolutions. 


Tellers were not ordered. 


The resolutions were adopted. 
_ Mr. ENGLISH moved to reconsider the vote 
»y which the resolutions were adopted; and also 
a the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the ta le. Fi 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY PENSION BILL. 


The SPEAKER stated the first business in | 


order to be the consideration of House bill No. || 


~o9 granting pensions to the officers and soldiers 
of the war with Great Britain in 1812, and those 
engaged in Indian wars during that period; the 
oe of which had been postponed to 
LUIS ay. 

Mr.SAVAGE. I have aresolution to offer in 
relation to that bill. 
lt: SHERMAN, of Ohio. Before the resolu- 
‘on is read, L ask to have entered a motion to re- 
consider the vote by which a communication from 


the T reasury Department was on Friday last laid 
upon the table. 


Mr. Savace’s resolution was read, as follows: | 
Resolved, That bill No. 259, granting pensions to the sol- || 


diers of 
during t 

hole 
der the 


the war of 1812, and those engaged in Indian wars 


on the state of the Union, and made the special or- 
meek rein tor the 6th day of April next, and continue the 
{rom day to day until disposed of. 


hat period, be referred to the Committee of the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution will be in || 


order if the gentleman will withdraw his pending 
motion to recommit. 

Mr. SAVAGE. 
commit. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Does it not take a two- 
thirds vote to adopt that resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. For how many days does 
it make this bill the special order ? 

The SPEAKER. Tntil disposed of. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If the gentleman will limit 
the resolution so that the bill will be made a spe- 
cial order for three days, I will not object to it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If this resolution 
comes in by unanimous consent, would nota ma- 
jority vote adopt it? 

The SPEAKER. A two-thirds vote is required 
to make a specia! order. It changes the order of 
business. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have no objection to the 
— being made a special order, if the time be lim- 
ited. 

Mr. SAVAGE, Iam ready to make any fair 
compromise. I stand here to-day to carry out 
my original promise to do everything that 1s ne- 
cessary to bring the question to a fair vote of the 
House. If it suits the policy of the House to 
limit debate ona bill of so much importance, very 
well. It requires, in my judgment, some time 

for discussion; and I doubt the propriety of limit- 
ing it to a few days. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, inadvertently, 
perhaps, stated to the gentleman from Tennessee 
that the resolution could be submitted. If there 
be objection, it requires a two-thirds vote to in- 
troduce the resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
ited as to time. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I will modify my resolution 
so as to provide that the debate shall only con- 
tinue for three days. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I move to suspend the rules 
to enable me to introduce the resolution. 

Mr.CLEMENS. Will not the effect of making 
thisa special order be to give this bill precedence 
over business which we may be considering at che 
time? 

The SPEAKER. It will give this bill, on the 
6th day of April, precedence over all other busi- 
ness. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Then I object to it 

Mr. HUGHES. I wish to inquire whether 
this bill was not before us regularly before the 
resolution was submitted ? 

The SPEAKER. It was. 

Mr. HUGHES. Is it not in order, then, to 
move to make that bill a special order for the 6th 

day of April next? Does it require unanimous 
consent to make that motion? 

The SPEAKER. It requires unanimous con- 
sent or a suspension of the rulcs. 

Mr. SAVAGE. And I have moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Does the gentle- 
man move to make it a special order ? 

The SPEAKER. He does, 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Then I hope the 
motion will not prevail. 

Mr.SAVAGE. At the suggestion of gentle- 
men around me, I will put the time further off, 
and afford opportunity for other business to come 
up. on of the 6th of April, 1 will say the 
22d of April. 


I object, unless it be lim- 


to the further modification that debate shall con- 
tinue only for three days? 

Mr. SAVAGE. | agree to that, also. 

Mr. CLEMENS. As there scems to be so 
much unanimity in the House in regard to this 
bill, I will withdraw my objection ona condition. 
As no danger can be incurred by postponing the 
period, I will suggest the 26th day of May. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Oh, no! We will adjourn 
before then. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Then I object to the resolu- 

| tion. 
The rules were suspended. i 
Mr. SAVAGE demanded the previous question 
on the adoption of the resolution. 
The previous — was seconded, and the 


|| main question ordered; and under the operation | 


| thereof the resolution was adopted. 


I withdraw the motion to re- | 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman agree 
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Mr. SAVAGE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Is not the:next business in 
order the motion to recammit the volunteer bill ? 

The SPEAKER. This is resolution day. 
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I now call up the 


resoiution I offered this morning. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the States be called, beginning where the 
Speaker lett off, and upon said call members may introduce 
bills for reference only, and of which previous notice has 
been given, and resolutions for reference to which no ob- 
jection is made ; and said bills shall not again be brought 
before the House by motions to reconsider. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask the gentleman to 
modify his resolution. He says resolutions to 
which no ebjection is made. Let them all come 
in and stand upon an equal footing. 

Mr. FLORENCE. | ask the gentleman from 
Missouri to allow me to offer a preamble to the 
resolution, the purport of which he will see when 
it is read. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I cannot yield. 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise toa question of order. 
The rules cannot be suspended so as to take in 
amass of business. If the gentleman has a bill 
which he wants action upon, he can move to have 
the rules suspended in order to take up that par- 
ticular bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
Georgia. The proposition of the gentleman from 
Missouri is to suspend any and all rules of the 
House which prevent him from submitting the 
resolution; and if two thirds vote in favor of the 
resolution, every rule is suspended. 

Mr. SEWARD. | appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, and I desire to say 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. SEWARD. The other day the Chair al- 
lowed great latitude of debate upon an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER, That wasa question of priv- 
ilege. This is a question involving the priority 
of business, and under the rules of the House it 
is expressly provided that every such question 
shall be decided without debate. 

Mr. SEWARD. Irdesire to call the attention 
of the Chair to a decision made last Congress 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia. I call my col- 
league to order. I object to debate. 

Mr. SEWARD. ‘The objection comes with a 
bad grace from my colleague. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right 
to make objection. 

Mr. SEWARD. I know that; and the Chair 
has the right to call me to order; and I will sit 
down. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon agreeing to the resolution. Will not 

| the regular order of business be the calling of 
States for bills and resolutions ? 
| TheSPEAKER. It willbe; but notwithstand- 
ing that any gentleman has the right to set it 
_ aside by moving to suspend the rules. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The effect of the resolu- 
tion will be to allow a single member, by object- 
ing, to cut off the introduction of a resolution. | 
call for tellers upon the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The rules were then suspended, (two thirds 
voting in favor thereof,) and the resolution was 
introduced. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, moved the previous 
question upon the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Joun Cocu- 
RANE and Lovesoy were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 100, noes 29. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered; and under 
its operation the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was agreed to; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

In compliance with the resolution, the Speaker 
proceeded to call the several States for bills for 
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reference, and resolutions to which no objection 
would be made, commencing with the State of | 
Virginia. 


CHANGES IN DEPARTMENTS. | 


Mr. FAULKNER offered the following reso- 
lution: 
Recolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing somuch 
of the act approved March 3, 1849, as transferred from the 
Secretary ot War to the Secretary of the Interior the eu 
pervivory and appellate powers then exercised by the War 
Deparunent in relation to the acts of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs; and of reporting a bill to restore to the War 
Department its former supervision and control of Indian Af- 

fairs. 


Mr. LOVEJOY objected. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 


Hickey, one of their clerks, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed an act (S. No. 137) for 


the relief of the heirs-at-law of the late Abigail | 


Nason, sister and devisee of John Lord, deceased; 


also, an act (S. No. 58) to authorize and directa | 


settiementof the accounts of Ross Wilkins, James 
Withevell, and Solomon Sibley; in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 
DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. WINSLOW introduced a joint resolution 


as to the distribution of certain documents; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Library. 
SURPLUS IN THE TREASURY, ETC. 
Mr. GILMER introduced a bill to prevent the 


accumulation of unnecessary surpluses inthe | 
‘Treasury, and to equalize the grants of lands to 


the several States; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 


of the Chair whether, under the resolution, bills | 


can come in as a matter of course ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘They are entitled to be in- 
troduced, as a matter of course, where notice has 
been previously given. 

Mr. GILMER. Notice has been given ever 
since the 9th of February. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not under- 
stand that the centleman can introduce, as a mat- 
ter of course, a bill of which previous notice has 
been given. He merely gives notice, under the 





rule, that he will ask leave fo introduce a bill. 


The SPEAKER. 
nessee is right in that. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And if there be 
objection, it requires a vote of the House to give 
that leave. 

The SPEAKER. 
can give it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Certainly, sir. 
That L supposed. I am opposed to this Shui in 
any shape in which it can come up here. 

Mr. GILMER. I merely want it referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With all due re- 
spect to the gentleman, I do not want it referred 
anywhere. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. 
man aright to introduce his bill under the resolu- 
tion that was adopted? 

Mr. GROW. Under the yhraseology of the 
resolution, do we not suspend this rule? 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
objection does not apply to bills as well as to reso- 
lutions. 

Mr. GROW. According to the phraseology of 


Buta majority of the House | 


The gentleman from Ten- | 


i 


Has not the gentle- | 





I do not see why | 


the resolution, the rule is suspended. It specifies | 


expressly that bills, of which previous notice has 
been given, may be introduced for reference only. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the adoption of the resolution supersedes the ne- 


cessity of propounding the ee tothe House, || 


** Will the House allow the bill to be introduced ?”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
bill be rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The order of the House pre- 
vents that motion being made, because it provides 
that bills shall be introduced for reference only. 

Mr. GILMER. I only ask to have the bill 
referred, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can entertain no 
motion in reference to a bill presented, except a 
motion to refer; and that without debate. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


! 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Was the vote || 
adopting the resolution reconsidered ? 
The SPEAKER. 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I move that | 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was referred tothe Committee on Pub- | 
lic Lands. 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


| 
The motion to reconsider | 


| 


Mr. GILMER asked leave to introduce a bill || 


for the admission of Kansas into the Union. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Has previous notice 
been given of that bill? 

Mr. GILMER. It has not; but I desire to in- 
troduce it. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I object. 

Mr. GILMER. I desire, then, to give notice 
that I shall introduce the bill when it is in order. 


PRINTING OF COAST SURVEY REPORT. 


Mr. MILES asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 





Resolved, That seven thousand copies of the Coast Sur- 
vey report be printed forthe use of the House, aud for dis- | 
tribution by the Coast Survey office. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 
PRINTING OF THE PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. MILES asked leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That there be printed, of the mechanical por- 


tion of the Patent Office reporttor the year 1857, sixty thou- 
sand copies. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 
AMIN BEY. 


Mr. BOYCE asked leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of State be requested to 
furnish this House, if not incompatible with the public in- 
terest, with copies of all credentials or other evidences on 
file in his Department showing the official character of Amin 
Bey who visited this country as the representative of his | 
linperial Majesty the Grand Sultan of Turkey ; also, copies 
of all correspondence touching the official character of the 
said Amin Bey, either with the Turkish Government or oth- 
ers; also, a statement of the amount of money appropri- 
ated, and copies of the papers upon which said appropriation 
was based ; how much of said appropriation was expended, 
and why any portion of it was withheld. 


Mr. MORGAN objected. 
FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS ROADS. 


Mr. KEITT. At the request of the Delegate | 
from Minnesota, [Mr. Kinessury,] I introduce a 
bill making an appropriation for the completion of | 
the Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. KEITT. 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope not. I move to re- 
fer it to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. GROW. This is in continuation of an 


| 





appropriation originally made through the Com- || 


mittee on Territories. The Secretary of the In- 
terior has regularly estimated for it, and the esti- | 
mates, [ suppose, are before the Committee of 
Ways and Means 
purpose of facilitating business ithad better go to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. COVODE. I understand that this appro- 
priation is needed immediately for military pur- | 
poses. 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GROW. I desire toask the Delegate from | 
Minnesota what reference he wishes the bill to 
take ? 

Mr. KINGSBURY. I would prefer the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs rather than the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 


GOVERNMENT BARRACKS AT SAVANNAH. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a bill for the transfer 
and cession of the Government barracks at Savan- 





| nah, Georgia, to the city of Savannah. 


Mr. LETCHER. Has previous notice been 
given of that bill? 
Mr. SEWARD. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
Mr. SEWARD. 


No, sir. 
Then I object. 
I move to suspend the rules. 


The SPEAKER. The motion is notin order. 


Mr. SEWARD. Well, sir, I beg leave to re- 
port a bill from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. PHELPS. I object. 


I move to refer it to the Com- || 


I would suggest that for the || 


| move that it be referred to the Commit- |! 





March 15, 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia, introduced a bj!) 


giving to citizens above the age of twenty-one 
years, male and female, who will settle on the 
same and make certain improvements thereon, 
square tract of one hundred and sixty acres of the 
public land, free from any incumbrances, past, 
present, and future; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee oy 
Public Lands. 


ROME POST OFFICE. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia, offered the follow. 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office ang 
Post Roads be, and is hereby, instfucted to inquire into the 
expediency of building a post office at the city of Rome, 

| Georgia, or making an appropriation to repair the damages 
lately done by fire. 

Mr. SHAW, of North Carolina. When Nort}; 
Carolina was called, I was absent from the Hal!, 
I therefore ask unanimous consent to introduce a 
resolution. 

Mr. MORGAN. [object. When we get through 
the call the gentleman can then offer his resolu- 

| tion, 





SOLDIERS OF THE CREEK WAR. 
Mr. DOWDELL offered the following resol\- 


tron: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be «) 
rected to inquire into the propriety of so amending the act 
entitled **An act in addition to certain acts granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been engag 
in the military service of the United States,’ approy 
Mareh 3, 1855, and the act amendatory, being approved the 
14th day of May, 1856, as to extend the benefits and pro 
| visions of said acts to embrace the volunteers and militia 
| in the State of Alabama, who have rendered fourteen days’ 
actual service in the Creek Indian war of 1836, whether 
such persons served with the armed forces, or were revu- 
larly mustered into the service of, or paid by, the United 
States or not, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. KELSEY objected. 

EUFAULA A PORT OF DELIVERY. 
Mr. SHORTER introduced a bill to constitute 
the city of Eufaula, in the State of Alabama, « 
port of delivery; which was read a first and sw- 


ond time, and referred to the Committee on Con- 
| merce. 


VOLUNTEER BILL. 
Mr. QUITMAN submitted the following reso- 


lution: 


| Resolved, That House bill No. 313, t6 provide for the or 


ganization of a regiment of mounted volunteers, and (0 

authorize the President to call into the service of the United 

| States four additional regiments of volunteers, be mair 

| the special order of the day for to-morrow, and each suc 

ceeding day for three days, or until the same be disposed 0. 
Mr. PHELPS. I will not object, provided the 

| resolution says that it shall not interfere with the 
resent order. 


Mr. KELSEY. I object. 
PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
Mr. EUSTIS submitted the following resoli- 


| tion: 


Resolved, That there be printed of the mechanical por 
of the Patent Office report for the year 1857, sixty thousaud 
copies. 


| Mr. STANTON objected. 
COAST SURVEY REPORT. 


| Mr. EUSTIS submitted the following resol: 
tion: 

Resolved, That seven thousand copies of the Coast > 
vey report be printed for the use of this House, and lor «is 
tribution by the Coast Survey office. 


| 
| Mr, LETCHER objected. 
CLERK TO COMMITTEE. 
| Mr. SANDIDGE submitted the following '°™ 


olution: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Cis" 


| be authorized to employ a clerk at the usual rate of cor 
pensation. 


Mr. SEWARD objected. 
DISTRIBUTION OF SEEDS. 
Mr. BLISS submitted the following resolutio”: 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of so changiig a 
| mode of distributing seeds from the Patent Office as 0 °°" 
them to the several State agricultural societies, oF t° other: 
wise so distribute them as to relieve members of Cone” a 
| from the duty of distributing the same ; and that theyre)" 
| by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. LETCHER. Allow me to make a S05 
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vt the seeds be sent to the clerk of the county 


court. 


Mr. COBB. 


I object to the resolution. 
AMENDMENT OF JUDICIARY ACT. 


Mr. BLISS introduced a bill to repeal the 
twenty-fourth section of the judiciary act of Sep- 
somber 24, 1789, and the seventh section of the 
act further to provide for the collection of debts, 
nassed March 2, 1833; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

MEXICAN VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. HARLAN introduced a joint resolution 
directing the payment of certain Mexican volun- 
teers; Which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


CENSUS OF 1860. 
Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 


lowing resolution: 
Resolved, That a special committee of five be appointed 
by the Chair, and to continue during this Congress, whose 


| 


I submit the fol- | 


duty itshall be to inquire into the best mode of taking the | 
census of 1860, with leave to report, by bill or otherwise, at | 


anytime during the session of Congress commencing on the 
lirst Monday of December next. 


Mr. HUGHES. [I object. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I give notice that 
| shall try to get the resolution in whenever an- 
other opportunity presents itself. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think there is an existing 
law to provide for that. + 

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 


Mr. COX submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be re- 


quested to consider the propriety of reporting a joint reso- || 


lution authorizing the Clerk of this House to turnish (in lieu 
of books already ordered and not delivered, and which he 
has not now on hand,) to those entitled thereto, either as 
inembers or the representatives of the members of former 
Congresses, such books as he has on hand of equal value, 
with those already ordered and never delivered to such 
members or their representatives. 


Mr. HUGHES. I object. 
ELECTION OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. LEITER introduced a bill to provide for | 


the election of postmasters by the people; which | 


was read a first and second time. 
Mr. LEITER moved that it be referred to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. 


Mr. ENGLISH. 


and Post Roads, and I move that reference. 
Mr. LEITER. I modify my motion, so that 
it will be to refer it as the gentleman indicates. 
The bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


APPOINTMENT OF PERSONS TO OFFICE. 


| Mr. LEITER asked unanimous consent to offer 
tie following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- | 


“ve to this House the names of members of the Thirty- 
‘lird Congress, who voted for the Nebraska-Kansas act 


i Its final passage, who were thereafter appointed to office | 


‘ider the late and present Administrations, the office to 
ch each member was appointed, the time of appoint- 
‘ient, and by whom such appointment was made. 


Mr, MeQUEEN objected. 
JURORS FOR UNITED STATES COURTS. 


Mr. STANTON asked unanimous consent to 
oiler the following resolution: 
_ Resolved, That the standing Committee on the Judiciary 
“© structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
i law providing for the selection of jurors in the circuit 
‘nd distriet courts of the United States by suitable and proper 
* “is ti various parts of the several circuits and districts, 
a appointed in such manner as may be prescribed by 


Mr. HUGHES objected. 


REPORTS OF THE SUPREME COURT. 


. Mr. GROESBECK introduced a joint resolu- 
“on in relation to purchasing and distributing a 
i oe number of the reports of the Supreme 
: eo with Notes and Digest by R. R. Curtis; 

“hich was read a first and second time, and re- 


‘crred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
DELIVERY OF BOOKS. 


5» Mr. COX asked unanimous consent to intro- 
| “ice the following resolution: 


R esolve d,T 


PEN 


It strikes me that the bill | 
ought to go to the Committee on the Post Office | 














former Congress, from books which he has now on hand, 
| books of equal value with those ordered to said Jonathan 
Taylor by the resolutions of Congress. 


Mr. LETCHER objected. 
CENSUS OF 1860, 

| Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I understand that 
| the objection made to the resolution which I of- 
| fered a short time since, in relation to the appoint- 
| ment of acommittee to inquire into the best mode 

of taking the census of 1860, has been withdrawn. 
| l ask that the resolution may again be read. 
The resolution was accordingly read. 
Mr. KEITT objected to its introduction. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


REMOVAL OF DESKS FROM THE HALL. 


Mr. PENDLETON asked unanimous consent 
| to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be directed to remove 
from the Hall all the desks which have been provided for 
the use of the members, and to rearrange the chairsin such 
manner as may be convenient after such removal; and that 
he provide two writing tables, one to be placed on each side 
of the Hall, in the vacant spaces behind the chairs. 


Mr. GREENWOOD objected. 
FURNISHING BOOKS. 

Mr. COX. I renew the resolution I offered a 
short time since, in reference to instructing the 
| Committee on the Library to make certain in- 
quiries, as the objection has been withdrawn. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected to its in- 
troduction. 


PRINTING EXTRA COPIES OF A BILL. 


Mr. COX asked unanimous consent to intro- 
duce the following resolution: 
Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the mem- 


ported from the Cominittee on Revolutionary Claims, “ to 
provide for the settlement of the claims of the officers and 
| soldiers of the revolutionary army,” &e,. 

Mr. KEITT objected. 

Mr. COX. I have numerous requests from 
members of the House for copies of this bill, and 
I cannot supply them. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. 
PUBLICATION OF BOOKS. 


Mr. BURNETT asked unanimous consent to 
introduce the following resolution: 


| Resolved, That the Joint Committee on Printing be, and 
he same is hereby, requested to inquire into the expedi- 


I object. 





any book or books, or any volume thereor, heretofore or 
dered by Congress and which have not been executed ; and 
that they report thereon as soon as practicable; and that 


with, the printing of which has been commenced ; and that 
they report, &c. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, objected. 
POST OFFICE AND CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


for the erection of a post office and custom-house 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
POST ROUTES. 


tion: 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of estab- 


| in the State of Tennessee, via Palma, Benton, Waidshoro, 


Lodgetown; also, from Mayfield, Kentucky, to Paris, Ten- 
nessee, via Boydsville ; from Mayfield to Paris, Tennessee, 
via Farmington and Murray ; also, from Paducah to Bland- 
ville, via Newton’s Creek and Hazlewood ; also, from Hop- 
kinsville, in Kentucky, to Paducah, via Cerulean Springs, 
Wallonia, Ferry Corner, Birminghain, and Briansburg. 

Mr. MORGAN. I object. 

Mr. BURNETT. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his objection. ‘This is nothing but a 
resolution of inquiry. 

Mr. MORGAN. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. EDIE. I renew the objection, on the 





ground that the gentleman can have the commit- | 


tee attend to the matter without a resolution. 
POST OFFICE AT COVINGTON. 


Mr. STEVENSON introduced a bill to provide 
for the erection of a post office at Covington, in 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky; which was read 


hat the Clerk of this House be requested to | a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
“vee to the widow of Jonathan Taylor, a member of a || mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
. . 


ency and propriety of dispensing with the publication of 
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ELECTION RIOT IN WASHINGTON CITY. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, offered the 


following resolutions: 





Resolved, That the memorial of sundry citizens of Wast- 
ington, touching the interference of the United States ma- 
rines at the election of corporation officers in Washington, 
in June, 1857, be, and the same is hereby, referred to a select 
committee of seven members of this House, to be appointed 
by the Speaker, with instructions to said committee to in 
quire— 

l. Whether the President of the United States exceeded 
the authority vested in his hands, by law, in ordering the 

| United States marines to be marched into the city of Wash 


|| ington, and to be placed under the orders of the Mayor of 


Washington to quell an alleged riot that intertered with the 
privilege of a peaceable corporation ejection in this city. 

2. Whether any facts exist implicating the Secretary of 
War, or any other executive officer of this Government, in 
the charge of having prearranged an order for said United 
States marines before the President had given an order tor 
them to be furnished to the Mayor of Washington. 

3. Whether there has been any obstruction to the imprr- 
tial administration of justice in connection with said alleged 

| riot, interposed by any judicial or ministerial officer or off - 

| cers of the United States in the District of Columbia, and, 

| if so, what facts exhibit such improper conduct upon the 
part of the said judicial or ministerial officer or officers. 

4. Also, to inquire intoand report all the facts which will 

| fairly exhibit the conduct of the United States marines, ant 


|| the officers in command of them on the occasion referred 


bers of the House, five hundred extra copies of the bill re- | 


Mr. KEITT. Well, I withdraw my objection. | 


they inquire whether any of said books may be dispensed | 


| 


Mr. BURNETT introduced a bill to provide | 


at Paducah, in the State of Kentucky; which was | 
read a first and second time, and referred to the | 


Mr. BURNETT offered the following resolu- | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
lishing a post route from Paducah, in Kentucky, to Paris, | 


and Murray ; also, from Paducah to Hickman, in the State | 
of Kentucky, via Ilieckory Grove, Mayfield, Feliciana, and | 





| 


to inthe memorial, and the extent of damage done by them 
| to persons and property upon that occasion. 

| Resolved, That said committee have leave tosend for pet 

| sons and papers, and may sit during the sessions of this 
House, and may report, by bill or otherwise, whatever may 
in their opinion, be demanded by the facts of the case. 

Mr. REAGAN objected. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Then I pre- 
sent the memorial referred to. 

The SPEAKER. The memorial can be pre- 
sented under the rules. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentacky. Do I un- 
derstand the Chair to decide that I cannot present 
it now? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can present 
| the memorial under the rules. Ile cannot present 
it under the order adopted this morning providing 
for the presentation of bills and such resolutions 
| as no objection is made to. 

Mr. MARSHALL,of Kentucky. Iam charged 
with the presentation of this memorial. My 
State is called, and I offer to present it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot pre- 
sent it under the order of the House. The only 
way in which he can present it is by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I want to 


have a special committee raised on this matter. 


POST OFFICE ADVERTISING. 
Mr.SHAW, of North Carolina, offered the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
inform the House what number of newspapers published in 
the city of Washington is employed, under the existing laws 
or regulations, to advertise the mail lettings, and what 
amount of compensation is paid to each therefor ; also, what 
number of papers in the several States is employed to ad 
vertise the same, and at what price; and whether, in his 
opinion, the former cannot be hereafter altogether diseon- 
tinued, and the latter curtailed, without detriment to the 
Post Office Department. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT JACKSON. 
Mr. AVERY introduced a bill to provide for 


the construction of a post office, court-house, and 
pension office, at the city of Jackson, in the State 
of Tennessee; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. AVERY. I introduced, the other day, 
under the rule, a memorial on the same subject, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. I ask that that,committee be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

It was so ordered. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT MEMPHIS. 


Mr. AVERY also introduced a bill to increase 
the appropriation for public buildings at the city 
of Memphis, Tennessee, and that the same be 
used for a custom-house and post office; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. AVERY also introduced a bill to provide 
for the construction of a marine hospitalat Mem- 
| phis, Tennessee; which was read a first and see- 

ond time,and referred to the Committee on Com- 
' merce, 





| 


aed 


so SSC Die 


Oe" ae, 


tw wo 


PM 


LR aie OF 


Pb genet 


si ie 


> oe 
nt 
r; 
ah 
: 
£ 
vt 





s 
+ 


- 


Bia 


eae 


a 


ee een eS 


wag ionned. te (citer iene 


_— 





x v= 


1132 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, introduced a bill 
to establish a communication by railroad and tele- 
graph between the Atlantic States and California; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the special committee on the Pacific rail- 
road, 

Mr.PHELPS. I perceive that that bill covers 
a large amount of manuscript, and I desire the 
gentleman from Tennessee to submit a motion to 
have it printed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I adopt the sug- 
gestion. I move that it be ordered to sa printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


TENNESSEE LEGISLATURE. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, by unanimous con- 


sent, presented joint resolutions from the Legis- 
lature of the State of Tennessee; one in reference 
to the postal laws of the United States, and the 
other instructing the Senators and requesting the 
Representatives from that State to vote for the 
admission of Kansas under the Lecompton con- 
stitution, and in reference to the Hon. Joun Bett. 
The first were referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads; and the second were 
laid on the table; and all were ordered to be 
printed, 


BOUNTY LAND. 
Mr. MAYNARD introduced a bill to extend 


the provisions of certain acts granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers in the military 
service of the United States; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


COMPENSATION OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS. 
Mr. MAYNARD asked leave to introduce the 
following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of in- 
ereasing the compensation now allowed to the clerks of 
the circuit and district courts of the United States; and to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in 
structed further Lo inquire into the expediency of supplying 
each of the clerks of the circuit courts of the United States 
aud each of the district attorneys of the United States, for 
the use of their respective offices, a copy of the reports of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States; 
and to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. MORGAN objected. 
THE POSTAL LAWS. 


Mr. ATKINS introduced a bill to amend the 
postal laws of the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


LAND OFFICE RECORDS. 


Mr. FOLEY introduced a bill to provide for 
granting exemplifications of records and papers 
relating to lands, the entry, location, and purchase 
thereof, remaining in the General Land Office, and 
fixing the fees to be charged therefor; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


NEW ALBANY POST OFFICE, ETC. 


Mr. ENGLISH introduced a bill to provide 
for erecting a building in the city of New Sone, 
m the State of Indiana, for a post office, custom- 
house, and pension office; which was read a first 
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veys, and the cost thereof, and how many volumes are yet | 


unfinished, andthe probable cost of printing the same ; and 
to su<pend the printing thereof until otherwise ordered by 
the House. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, objected. 
JOHN W. WOLCOTT. 
Mr. HUGHES asked leave to submit the fol- 


lowing resoluuon: 

Whereas, The record of the proceedings of the House, 
in the case of John W. Wolcott, a witness now in custody 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms, does not show that said witness 
was imprisoned for refusing to testify in a matter wherein 
the House has jurisdiction to enforce the testimony of wit- 
nesses by attachment for contempt: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the said John W. Wolcott be, and he is 
hereby, released froin said imprisonment. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia, objected. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Is it in order 
to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I then give 
notice that when the call shall have been com- 
pleted, I will move to suspend the rules. [under- 
stand the grand jury have indicted thisgentleman, 
and I think the House ought to pass a resolution 
turning him over to the courts to be tried. 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I offer, at the request 
of my friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Monr- 
GoMERY,] a bill for the admission of Kansas into 
the Union. 

Mr. KELSEY. Has previous notice been given 
of that bill ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
Pennsylvania gave notice, 

The SPEAKER. Inthe opinion of the Chair, 
one gentleman could not give notice of the inten- 
tion of any other gentleman to introduce a bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Well, sir, no one 
objects. 

Mr. HUGHES. I object. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Is it in order to move 
to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. Not until the order of the 


House has been executed. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE, ETC., AT PEORIA., 
Mr. KELLOGG introduced a bill making an 
appropriation to erect a building suitable for a 
court-house, post office, and custom-house, at the 


The gentleman from 


city of Peoria; which was read a first and sec- | 


ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


CIRCUIT AND DISTRICT COURTS. 


Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
granting of change of venue in cases pending for trial in the 
circuit and district courts of the United States, under such 
restrictions as may be fixed by law ; and that they report by 
bill or otherwise. 


FORT RIPLEY MILITARY RESERVATION. 
Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to in- 
form this House if any portion of the military reservation at 
Fort Ripley, in Minnesota, has been sold; and if sold, to state 
at what price the same was sold, and to whom; andif such 


| sale has been confirmed ; and if not confirmed, if any reason 


and second time, and referred to the Committee | 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


LANDS FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I was not 
the State of Kentucky was called. 


resent when 
ask the con- 


an appropriation of the public lands for agricul- 
tural purposes. Task that the resolutions may be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

Mr. COBB. The resolutions relate to a dona- 
tion of the public lands, as I understand, and I 
hope they will be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have no objection. 

The resolutions were so referred. 


SUSPENSION OF CERTAIN PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. HUGHES asked leave to introduce the 


following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Superintendent of Public Printing be 
directed to report to the House the amount of work now 
done on the unpublished volumes of the Pacific railroad sur 


] 


exists which will prevent the confirmation of the same. 
EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, submitted the fol- 


| lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the heads of the Executive Departments 


| be, and they are hereby, respectfully requested to commu- 


i] 
| 





| 
| 


{| 


nent of tie Eleeus te, present certain resolutions || nicate to this House, at as early day as possible, the names 


from the Kentucky Agricaltural Society, asking | 


of all persons appointed to office since the 4th of March, A. 


| D. 1853, who may be connected officially or otherwise with 
| their respective Departments, and the names of such per- 


sons, and their actual, bona fide place of residence at the 
dates of their said appointments. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, objected. 
TERRA JAPONICA. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I submit the following reso- 
lution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of an appropriation for the 


purpose of obtaining a supply of the seeds and cuttings of 
the terra japonica for cultivation in this country. 


Mr. LETCHER objected. 
PUBLIC LANDS IN ILLINOIS AND INDIANA. 


Mr. SHAW, of Illinois, submitted the follow- 


ing resolution; which was read and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be instrucged 





to furnish to this House a statement showing the amount of 

public lands in the States of Hlinois and Indiana Subject to 

entry at the sum of $1 25 per acre, or at any less price, 
SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDs., 


Mr. SHAW, of Illinois, introduced a bil] 1, 
amend an act entitled an ‘*Act for the relief of pur. 
chasers and locaters of swamp and overflowed 
lands,’’ approved March 2, 1855; which was read 
a first inl second time. 

Mr. SHAW, of Illinois. I move that it be ye. 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. COBB. I move that it be referred to tho 
Committee on Public Lands; it belongs to tha; 
committee. 

Mr. SHAW, of Illinois. 
= land. 

Mr. COBB. If the bill be read, members yi; 
see it ought to go to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. SHAW, of Hlinois. I hope it will be read, 
for the gentleman will then see it ought to take 
the direction I propose to give it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
reading of the bill. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Pyb- 
lic Lands. 

ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I understand that 
7 colleague withdraws his objection to the bill 
which I introduced a few minutes ago. I am in- 

clined to think that it is a bill we ean agree on. 

Mr. KEITT. What is the bill? 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. A bill to admit Kan- 
sas. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. 
now adjourn. 
| The House divided; and there were—ayes 68, 
noes 79. 
Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered;and Messrs. Cox and Dray 
| were appointed. 
|| Thequestion was taken; and the tellers reported 

—ayes 79, noes 59. 
| So the motion was agreed to; and the House 
|, accordingly (at twenty minutes to four, p. ni.) 
| adjourned. 


it does not ask for 


I object to the 


I object to going back. 
I move that the House do 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, Murch 16, 1858. 


} Prayer by Rev. J. N. Hanks. 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Journal will 
be read. 

Mr. BIGLER. I learn from the Secretary that 
|| the Journal is not completed, in consequence of 
| our night session. It has been found impossible 
| to have it properly prepared; and I move, there- 
| fore, that by common consent the reading of the 
Journal be dispensed with. If desirable, it can 
| be read hereafter, after the Presiding Officer shall 
have had a fair opportunity to examine it. 

1 The VICE PRESIDENT. By general consent 
| the reading of the Journal may be dispensed with. 
‘| The Chair hears no objection. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, copies of all instructions from that Depatt- 
| ment to the United States marshal for the district 
of Utah; which was referred to the Committee 00 


| 
| | 





the Judiciary. é 
Mr. FITCH rose subsequently, and said: Some 
information was received, I believe, from the Sec- 
| retary of the Interior, a short time since, In Tt 
sponse to a call made by the Senate on my motion. 
It is the last or written clause of the instructions 
only which refers to the resolution I offered. 
|| understand that the report of the Secretary w® 
| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
I desire the following resolution to take the same 


course: oo - 
Resolved, That all the expenses of holding U nited Stat ‘ 
| courts in the Territory of Utah, during the continuance © 
the present disturbance therein, shall be chargeable to ; 
United States, under the limitations contained 7 
laws in respect to fees, and payable out of the judicis ; 
| fund: Provided, That upon the restoration of peace 12 ©” 
| Territory, the expenses of said courts, while exercising I 
| risdiction under the territorial laws, shall be chargea)™ 
the Territory, or to the proper counties therein, as '2 © 
| Territories. 


_ The VICE PRESIDENT. That is a joint ree 
"' olution. 
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Mr. FITCH. I propose to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and they can report a 

aint resolution. 

Mr. STUART. I suggest that the Senator put 
his proposition in the shape of a resolution of 
inquiry. A resolution in this form, sent to the 
committee, I think would be valueless. 

Mr. FITCH. I have no objection to putting 
it in that form, end probably it would be the bet- 
er course. It anticipates a joint resolution of a 
somewhat similar character from the Committee 
on the Judiciary. Perhaps it had better be so 
shaped as to make it a resolution of inquiry as 
to the propriety of such a measure. 

The resolution, as modified, was agreed to, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of defraying the expenses of holding the 
Upited States courts in the Territory of Utah, during the 
vontinuanee of the present disturbances therein, under the 
jimitations contained in existing laws in respect to fees, out 
if the judiciary fund : Provided, That upon the restoration 
of peace in said Territory, the expenses of said courts, while 
exercising jurisdiction under the territorial laws, shall be 
chargeable to the Territory, or to the proper counties 
therein, as in Other Territories. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate areport of the Secretary of the Navy, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, a statement showing the action of the 
Department in relation to the appropriation of five 
years’ pay to the officers of the Navy in the late 
Republic of Texas; which, on motion of Mr. 
Hovston, was ordered to lie on the table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HARLAN presented a paper relating to 
the claim of Robert Hill toa certain tract of land 
inthe Territory of Kansas; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


BARK ATTICA. 


Mr. HAMLIN. If there be no further morning | 


business, I ask the Senate to take up a bill which 
was reported by the Committee on Claims, for the 
relief of the owners of the bark Attica, of Port- 
land, Maine. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
167) for the relief of the owners of the bark At- 
tica, of Portland, Maine, was read a second time, 


and considered as in Committee of the Whole. It | 


authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
the owners of the bark Attica the sum of $174 62, 


being the amount imposed on that vessel as ton- | 
nage duty by the collector of New York in the 


year 1855. 

Mr. KING. Is there a report in this case ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. A letter from the Secretary 
of the Treasury accompanies the bill, which con- 
tains all the facts. 

Mr. KING. I ask that it may be read, that we 
a have some explanation or knowledge of the 
acts, 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will state to the Senator from 
New York the facts. The law provides a penalty 
in case the master of a vessel shall discharge his 
crew in a foreign country. In this case, the mas- 
ter sailed to Cuba or one of the other West India 
islands. The crew were in a mutinous condition. 
The American consul advised, under the state 
of things existing, that the crew should be dis- 
charged; and he so wrote to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The master came home. He could 
hot procure an American crew, as was required 
by law, and hence tonnage duties were imposed 
on him, not for any act of his, but from the state 
of facts arising from the mutinous condition of his 
in He came to New York; the matter was laid 
fore the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Sec- 
FA of the Treasury suggests that he has not 
coe but that the money ought to be repaid 

, ‘He person, as a case which was never contem- 
Plated by the spirit of the law. 

F The VICE PRESIDENT. Does any Senator 

“sire the reading of the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury > 

Oh no. 


Aare SenaTors. 
he bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


ume, and passed. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


wan Senate, hereafter, should meetat the hour 


uon 


even o’clock. I wish to call up that resolu- | 


I madea motion yesterday | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
taking up the following resolution: 

Resolved, That after to-day the Senate will meet at eleven 
o’clock, and sit until five, p. m., and then take a recess of 
two hours, until the bill now before the Senate is disposed 
of. 

Mr HOUSTON. The latter part of that reso- 
lution is an amendment offered by some Senator, 
I presume. It is no part of my motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think this subject had 
better be laid aside. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator does 
not desire, then, that that part shall remain in the 
resolution ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
Senate to determine. 

Mr. BIGLER. With the permission of the 
Senator from Texas, I desire to state to him—and 
I make the statement with a great deal of pleas- 


No, sir; I leave that to the 


ure—that I have learned this morning that an un- | 


derstanding has been, or is about to be, effected, 


by which the final vote on the Kansas question | 


will be taken on Monday next. In that arrange- 
ment, the hours of the sessions, I understand, are 
also to be arranged; and I suggest to the Senator 
from Texas that he permit his resolution to lie 
over for the present. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 
be laid aside informally. 


I move that it le over for 


JAMES BAWDEN. 
Mr. BIGLER. 


I now move, unless there be 


other morning business, that the Senate proceed | 


to the consideration of the bill for the admission 
of Kansas as a State. 

Mr. STUART. I do not desire to interfere 
with that matter; but there is a small bill here 
which will not, I suppose, occupy more than five 
minutes. 
It is a bill for the relief of James Bawden, re- 
ported by me some days since from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 


It is important to a constituent of mine. | 


Mr. BIGLER. I withdraw my motion, for the | 


purpose of allowing the Senator from Michigan 
to take up that bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
194) for the relief of James Bawden was read a 


second time, and considered as in Committee of | 


the Whole. 
Mr. SLIDELL. 
port in that case. 
Mr.STUART. I can, perhaps, state the case 
to the Senator sooner than the report can be read. 


I should like to hear the re- | 


There was a large reservation at Eagle harbor, | 


on Lake Superior, made by the Government, in 
the first place for a light-house, which covered a 


large number of acres. It has finally been reduced | 


down to ten acres. It covered a preémption that 
embraced large improvements at the place. The 


bill proposes to still retain some four acres for the | 


purpose of a light-house, and a highway from the 
land to the light-house, and to give the original 


occupant of the ground the right to enter the bal- | 


ance, some six and a quarter acres. He hasa 
wharf upon it. That matter has been referred 
to the Treasury Department and the Light-House 
Board, and the Treasury Department concur in 
the propriety of the thing being done. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to | 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


KANSAS——LECOMPTON CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. HALE. With the leave of the Senate, I 
desire to throw myself on their indulgence for a 
moment, to state a matter which may facilitate the 
business of the Senate, if Senators will be kind 


enough to give me their ear for a moment, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


New Hampshire asks unanimous consent to make 
a statement. The Chair hears no objection. 


Mr. HALE. Those friends with whom [ act | 
on this floor have had a consultation this morning | 


for the purpose of avoiding such a scene as we 
had last night, and we have arrived at a conclu- 


sion which I have submitted to as many of the | 
gentlemen on the other side as I could find, though | 


I regret to see that the member of the Committee 


on Territories who has charge of the Kansas bill | 


is not in his seat. I have reduced it to writing, 


so that there may be no caviling about it here- | 


after. We agree that the debate shall end, and 
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the question be taken on Monday next; but if it 
shall appear to be necessary in the course of de- 
bate that the daily session be protracted beyond 
the usual hour in order to effect this, it may be 
done at such hour as we shall indicate on this 
side; that is, if we are not able, within the usual 
hours of session, to get in such speeches as we 
bona fide wish to put in, there may be an evening 
sitting either by protraction of the session, or a 
recess, as may be agreed on. Every gentleman 
on the other side, to whom I have shown this 
proposition, has assented to it, and I have no 
doubt it wi!l be carried out in good faith. 

Mr. BIGLER, I desire to say on behalf of the 
Senators on this side of the Chamber, that so far 
as I have been able to ascertain their views there 
is a common acquiescence in the proposition, 
The understanding will be, therefore, that on 
Monday next we shall vote on this question fairly, 

Mr. CLAY. I would suggest that some hour 
had better be designated; because itis known that 
there are several gentlemen on this side of the 
Chamber who are sick, who wish to vote, but ean- 
not come here during the night. They will come 
here in the day. 

Mr. HALE. lLappreciate that suggestion, but 
I would suggest to the Senator that it is neces- 
sary to repose some confidence. We found it 
impracticable to go into every detail to be submit- 
ted. I will tell him there is an earnest and sin- 
eere purpose to carry outthis arrangement in good 
faith, and it will be so carried out that the time 


| will be fairly divided between the two sides. 


Mr. GREEN. What is the proposition? 
Mr. BIGLER. Let it be aadibauh 

Mr. HALE. When I made the suggestion, I 
said I was sorry not to see the Senator from Mis- 
We agree that the question 
shall be taken on Monday next; but if it shall 
appear to be necessary, in the course of debate, 
that the daily session be protracted beyond the 
usual hour in order to effect this, it may be done 
at such an hour as we shall indicate. 

Mr. GREEN. But no vote to be taken at night. 

Mr. HALE. No vote to be taken wntil Mon- 
day. In answer to the suggestion of the Senator 
from Alabama, I will say that while we were de- 
sirous to make this agreement explicit and plain, 
we found it impracticable to put every detail in 
writing. 

Mr. CLAY. Certainly. All I wish to have 
understood on both sides is that the vote will be 
taken at an hour in the day when those who are 
invalids may safely come here. 

Mr. HALE. Of course. 

Mr. CLAY. Say before sundown, or some- 
time during the day; four o’clock, for example. 
Mr. SLIDELL and others. That will do. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to say to gentle- 
men, on the other side, that the difficulty about 
fixing an hour was this: we supposed the debate 
might possibly close—we could not tell how long 
it would be—on Saturday, and that on Monday 
a portion of the day might be devoted to the sev- 
eral amendments. proposed, in order to perfect 
the bill; and that being the case, it would be im- 
possible to indicate at what exact hour the vote 
Senators may rely upon it that 
there is no disposition, and will be none, on this 
side of the Chamber, to protract it into the even- 
ing, but to take the vote in time. 

Mr. SLIDELL and others. That is enough. 

Here the conversation ended. 

Mr. GREEN. lIask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to say a few words with reference 
to personal matters between myself and the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Camegon. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection. The Senator will proceed. 

Mr. GREEN. Something unpleasant oceurred 
last night. I thought I was right; doubtless he 
thought he was right. A mutual friend has in- 
formed me that he is prepared to do me justice, 
if | will withdraw what he understands as a threat 
against him. Ido not desire to threaten any one. 
If I did so, I will withdraw it, and wait for any 
explanation he may see fit to make. 

Mr. CAMERON, Mr. President, I regret, as 
I always do, that anything should occur in the 
Senate, in which I wasa participant, that was un- 

leasant to myself or anybody here. We were 
ast night engaged in a protracted session, and I 
came into the Senate under some wrong impres- 
sion, I imagine, in regard to the course of the 
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Senator from Missouri, and he supposed that I 
Hitended to be personal. I desire to say most dis- 
tinetly that | meant no disrespectful personal at- 
lusiou to the Senator from Missouri at all, and 
could ave meant none; for, in common with all 
Senators here, | have the highest respect for him 
personally. If { did say anything more, it was 
yaisconsirued; and I only repeat that it was not 
intended to be disrespectful to him. 

Mr. GREEN. It was with reference to ques- 
tions of fact that the Senator was mistaken, as 
his owl fi iends afterwards testified before the Sen- 
ate last night. LI thoueht he was mistaken at the 
time. J knew it,and I thought when he heard of 
his error, he would put his statement in a shane 
in which it would not be offensive to me. Simply 
to say that he intended no disrespect 1s not quite 
enough. 


If he will say he misunderstood, and 
therefore did not present it as | had presented it, 
it will be satisfactory; but, while he persists in his 
atatement,to say thatitis not offensive, is not sat- 
isfactory to me. 

Mr. CAMERON. I do not remember whatthe 
offensive words were. [think the Senater and 
myself disagreed as to the words used. 

‘Mr. GREEN. I will repeat them. r+ Not” 
**No!"} Ido not want any argument between 


us. 

Mr. CAMERON. I -desire to say that I have 
no unkind and disrespectful feelings; and Ido not 
think anything was said by me last nigltat which 
the Senator, if he had understood itas | did, could 
have taken offense. [can only repeat that I in- 
tended nothing of the kind. It is right that I 
should say, that whilst | am always anxious to 
repair an injury if | have done one, | could not 
have done so if the Senator from Missouri had 
not, in the handsome manner in which he has 
done u, withdrawn what | was told was a threat. 

On motion of Mr. BIGLER, the Senate, as in 
Commitwe of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. No. 161) for the admission of 
the State of Kansas into the Union. 

Mr. KING. 
lution, charters were granted to the colonies by 
the Crown. Since then, up to this time, the peo- 
ple of the States of the Union have made their 
conustitations for themselves. Now, for the first 
time since the Continental Congress declared the 
colomes free and independent Siates, the question 
is raised of the right of the people to adopt or 
reject the constitution which 1s to create them a 
Sucte qualified to come into the Union, one of the 
equal States of our Confederacy. 

KXKansas, brought to the door of the Senate for 
the purpose of having the Lecompton constitution 
imposed upon her people by the authority of an 
act of Congress, presents that question to us, 

Benjamin Franklin, contemplating his country 
when her independence had been acknowledged 
and the Republic was established, is said to 
have expressed the wish that he might be per- 
mitted to look apon this country after the lapse 
of a hundred years. If the shade of that vener- 
able man could appear here, and listen to these 
debates upon the proposition to add a new State 
trom beyond the Mississippi to the Union, he 
would hear from the Government side calls for 
more troops, and arguments to show the necessity 
of an increase of the standing Army; he would 
hoar that the oo of the State proposed to be 
added to the Union are a factions people; that 
they claim the right to vote en the adoption of 
Cieir constitution; to have the charter that defines 
their rights and their form of government submit- 
ted by the convention that made it to themselves, 
and to express their opinion of it; that in this 
new State the people are unwilling to have slavery 
established as one of their institutions; that, al- 
though the President declares the constitution 
prepared for them by the Lecompton convention 
to be a good one, they contumaciously reply that 
it ts not their constitution; that they complain of 
fraud and corruption in the officials appointed and 
sustained by the central Government; that they 
refuse to pay the taxes levied by the Legislature, 
alleging that they had no voice in its election, and 
were not represented in it; that they agitate and 
annoy the Government and disturb the quiet of 
the country by their turbulent and disorderly 
conduct; that they remonstrate against stuffed 
ballot-boxes, spurious votes, forged certificates, 
and false returns at their elections, and demand of 
the Goveriment investigation and punishment of 


Mr. President, before the Revo- 


these offenses; that they insist upon the right to 
decide for themselves the character of their State 
institutions, and refuse to accept the constitution 
which the Government offers to them; that they 
complain of the intrusion of regular troops be- 
longing to the standing Army of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, sent to maintain law and order in their 
Territory; that they are seditious; that they are 
rebels; that they have been permitted to occupy 
the attention of the Government and the country 
too long; that they must havea local government 
instituted over them by Congress, and be subdued 
by the Army. He would hear some uncerta‘n 
and mystical suggestions that the people of the 
State, when reduced to order, might possibly, at 
some future time, be allowed toaler their obnox- 
ious constitution in some legal manner. IT think, 
after listening so far, Franklin would inquire, **is 
this the American Congress, and have you estab- 
lished a consolidated Government? Oris this the 
British Parliament, and have the United States 
been reunited to the Crown??? Upon being told 
that this is one of the Chambers of the American 
Congress, that the United S:ates are sull an inde- 
pendent nation, and that the words of the Federal 
Constitution remain unchanged, he would say, 
‘then these honorable gentlemen, who oceupy 
the seats of levislators here, have not inherited 
the republicanism of my day and generation; this 
is not the democracy that thundered at Bunker 
Lili, at Saratoga, and at Yorktown, and rang 
out their batule-cry of liberty and independence 
through all the colonies until the royal charters 
were abolished, and the right of the people to in- 
stitute their forms of government and to make 
their constituuons for themselves was acknowl- 
edged.”’ 

Mr. President, the convention held at Lecomp- 

eton framed a State constitution for Kansas, and 
refused to submit it to the people. 

The convention submitted a single provision 
of the constitution to the people—the question 
whether slaves might hereafter be imported or 
brought into the State; and required, as a prelim- 
inary to the right of any elector to vote for or 
against this single partial provision on the subject 
of slavery, that he should first vote for the ob- 
noxious constitution, which contained, separate 
and distinct from the provision submitted, an arti- 
cle perpetuating slavery inthe State of Kansas in 
the persousof those now held as slaves in the Ter- 
ritory, and mm their posterity forever. 

A very large majority of the people were op- 
posed to the obnoxious constitution, and refused 
to vote forit. Without voting for the constitution, 
no elector could vote for or against the single pro- 
vision submitted. 

It is notorious that the Lecotspton convention 
knew the constitution it framed wes repugnantto 
the sentiments, the opinions, and the consciences 
of a large majority of the people; that they con- 
demned the instrument and the institution of sla- 
very which it proposed to establish and perpetu- 
ate among them. 

It is known to every Senator and to every Rep- 
resentative in Congress that a very large majority 
of all the qualified votersin Kansas have expressed 
their opinion against the Lecompton constitution 
at an election held under the authority of an act 
of their Territorial Legislature on the 4th day of 
January last, when the constitution was submit- 
ted, and the people rejected it by their votes. 

This is the case of Kansas, as presented to the 
Senate by the majority of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories in their report and bill, which assumed 
thatthe first Territorial Legislature in Kansas was 
fairly and legally elected by the people, and or- 
ganized,and thatthe Lecompton convéntion was 
fairly elected by the people in pursuance of the 
law of their Territorial Legislature. 

In the case thus made by the majority of the 
committee, the fundamental question of the right 
of the people of a Territory to adopt for them- 
selves the constitution which creates them a State, 
preparatory to admission into the Union, is pre- 
sented. The sovereign right of the people is 
denied, and the sovereign right of a convention 
of delegates affirmed. The question raised in the 
case of Kansas is nota question for Kansas alone. 
It is for every Territory hereafter to be organized, 
and for every Territory hereafter to be admitted 
into the Union, as well as for Kansas. It isa ques- 
tion of constitutional and political right of the first 
magnitude. Indeed, it isthe question of the inhe- 
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rent sovereignty of the people, vital to the pe 
le inhabiting the territory now belonging to 
United States, and to all which may hereafy, 
be acquired or come within our ever-expand; i 
borders. 7 

It is no less vital to the people of every Sta 
now in the Union, because it is the question wher 
sovereignty resides, whether in representatives 
and representative bodies, in the Federal Goyerp. 
ment, orin the people. Our existence as a repy). 
lican Government rests upon the principle in- 
volved in this question. 

When the sovereignty of the people is subverted 
or successfully denied by any representative body, 
or by any other power, the rights and the Jibes. 
ties of the people are in the hands and at th 
mercy of that power. .The Government of {) 
United States, inaugurated upon the principles 
of the Revolution of 1776, recognized the soyer. 
eignty of the States, and the sovereign right of 
the people of the States to frame and adopt thei; 
forms of government, and to make and adopt their 
constitutions. Itis a constitutional right of th 
people of a State, essential to its equality as op 
of the States of the Union, and necessary to t), 
republican character of its constitution—a righ): 
never before denied or questioned. — If those who 
now, in the case of the people of Kansas, deny 
this right, had, before the day of election in No. 
vember, 1856, only whispered their design to su). 
vert this sovereign right of the people, the Ad. 
ministration which is now pressing upon Congress 
the proposition to subvert the rights of the peo; 
of Kansas, would never have come into powerty 
make such a question. No State has ever been 
brought into the Union where it was denied, ques- 
tioned, or doubted, that the people of the State to 
be admitted approved their constitution. Th 
enabling acts, the forms of law, and the n 
of proceeding on the part of the people prepar- 
tory to their admission as States into the Union, 
have widely varied. I do not know that they 


e 


| have been exactly alike in the cases of any two 


| States. 


| where shall its tyranny be arrested ? 


But observance of the vital principle that 
all just government derives its authority from the 
consent of the governed, has been the one essen- 
tial thing required in all. Are the President and 
Congress prepared to go back to the reign of thi 
Georges in England, and assume the prerogatives 
of the Crown and the unlimited power of Parlia- 
ment? And are they ready to renew in this coun- 
try the controversies of those days between the 
prerogative and power of the central Government, 
and the constitutional power and political rights 
of the people—questions supposed to have been 
forever settled in America by the success of the 
Revolution, and the adoption of the Constitution 
of the United States? Whatever the President 
may be willing to do, is Congress prepared to 
deny the absolute and sovereign right of the peo- 
ple of a new State to form and adopt their ow 
constitution? And is Congress prepared to as- 
sume the sovereign power to impose a constitt- 
tion upon the people of a new State? Congrss 
has the power to admit new States into the Union, 
but it has not the constitutional power to makva 
constitution for a State, or to adopt one made by 


others, and impose it upon the people of a State. 


The President possesses no such constitution 
power, and cannot be invested with such author 
ity by an act of Congress. The President, W" 
recommends such a measure to Congress, al 
proposes to enforce such an act upon the un 
ing people of a State, is false to the high wus 
reposed in him by the people of all the Sits 
in the Union. It is a subversion of the rights “! 
the States. Itis consolidation. When the Feder 
Government shall exercise the power to 1m) 


| a constitution upon the people of a State, 6 


shall say what limitations to its power rem 
what shall stay its arbitrary will; and ie ” 
put, Mi. 
President, monstrous and utterly indefensi)!: ° 
the proposition to bring Kansas into the l = 
under the Lecompton constitution stands wpe! #8 
case as made by the majority of the commits 
dark colors are yet to be added to the true pictur 
of violence to the constitutional principles ot 
publican government, and of outrage against 
rights of the people of Kansas. 

The report of the majority of the come 
does not state the facts of the case correctly. * 
assumption that the first Territorial Legisi0" 
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contradicted by record evidence. The assumption 
that the Lecompton convention was fairly elected 
hy the people of Kansas, is contradicted by evi- 
jence that can be neither contradicted nor contro- 





yerted. Upon these two assumptions the major- 
ity of the committee maintain the sovereignty of 
a convention, and deny the sovereignty of the 
people. 

* The history of Kansas, from the beginning to 
the end of it, is one of fraud and violence, of wrong 
and outrage. Although the majority here have 
refused to authorize any inquiry or investigation 
that would bring the facts officially before the Sen- 
ate, yet they are notorious to the whole country, 
and they cannot be excluded from our sight. ‘The 
act of Congress that organized the Territory re- 
nealed the eighth section of the act for the admis- 
cies of Missouri into the Union, commonly called 


the Missouri compromise law—a law which ex- || 


cluded slavery from the Territory of Kansas. ‘This 
was a breach of that faith and honor among men 
which statutes can neither create nor destroy; a 
breach of that faith and honor between communi- 
ties which is their only strong bond of peace and 
friendship. Successive statutes are monuments 
that mark the existence and decay of faith and 
honor in the men who make them, and in the 
nations Which accept them. 


Under a charter for a territorial government, | 


instituted by such a statute, the President appoint- 
ed a Governor, Secretary, judges, marshals, and 
other officers, and the day was appointed for an 
election of members of a Legislature by the peo- 
ple, which would complete the organization of their 
territorial government. 


siding in Kansas, organized for that purpose by 
seeret lodges in the State of Missouri, passed over 
from that State into the Territory of Kansas, and 
on the day fixed for the election of the first Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, seized, by force, the control 


atmost of the precincts in the Territory, displaced | 
‘one 


by violence the judges of the election, took pos- 
session of the ballot-boxes, and excluding the cit- 


izens residing in Kansas from the polls, proceeded 
> | 


to stuff the ballot-boxes, and in that way to des- 
ignate and appoint persons to be legislators for 
Kansas, 
stands on record in the proceedings of the House 
ot Representatives of the last Congress. 

The invasion from Missouri was successful and 
complete, and the invaders, having accomplished 


their purpose, returned in organized bands to Mis- | 


sour, ‘he persons thus created legislators for 


Kansas, assembled, organized, and, assuming to | 


be the Legislature, proceeded to pass laws for 


the government of the Territory, and to levy || 
Their enactments were | 


taxes upon the people. 
arbitrary and oppressive, designed to drive the 
people from the settlements they had made, and 
compel them to abandon the Territory. ‘The 
people of Kansas denied the authority of this Le- 
gislature. In an evil hour, the President of the 
United States recognized this usurpation as the 
covernment of Kansas, and large bodies of Fed- 
tral troops have been stationed in the Territory 
‘o overawe the people by their presence and to 
‘nloree the authority thus nefariously imposed 
upon them. 

The call for the Lecompton convention was 
made by this usurpation, and upon its submis- 
‘ion to the people less than twenty-three hundred 
persons responded. The large majority of the 
heople denied its authority and refused to vote on 
‘we call for the convention, or at the subsequent 
“ection for delegates. Sufficient reasons existed 
i ft their refusal to vote; they would not acknow!l- 
‘uge the authority of the usurpation. For the 
“ction of delegates, an act for the registry of 
“ters had been passed, and the people in many 
“tthe counties were disfranchised by the omis- 
“o0on the part of the registry officers to register 
“e Yoters. In these counties no places were ap- 
“inted for holding the elections, and none could 
™ held, and no delegates could beelected. In the 

‘nes where registries were made, they were 
partial, omitting large numbers of the qualified 
“ers. ‘The people of the Territory reasonably 

‘Prehended that, without regard to the number 
, ‘oles which might be deposited in the ba!lot- 
“oXes by the electors, the inspectors and return- 
__. Slicers of the election would, by false certifi- 

~s Feturn, as elected, men for their own pur- 


As the time for the elec- || 
tion of members of the Legislature approached, || 
four thousand nine hundred armed men, not re- | 


Incontrovertible evidence of these facts | 


|| poses, and not the men who would receive the votes 
of the electors. 

The origin and proceedings of the territorial 
authorities fully justified this apprehension. At 
the election under their authority in October last, 
to continue the Missouri usurpation, in the elec- 
tion of a new Legislature, although the original 
invaders did not reappear, sixteen hundred spu- 
rious and fictitious votes were returned by the 
inspectors of election upon false certificates, from 
a single poll, the Oxford precinct, in Johnson 
county. One of the officers of the election at the 
Oxford precinct—the very man, it is said, who 
manufactured the false certificate returning the six- 
teen hundred fraudulent votes—was one of the sec- 
retaries of the Lecompton convention. One thou- 
sand fraudulent votes at the same election were re- 
turned from McGee county, and more or less from 
various precincts, sufficient to decide the elections 
without regard to the votes of the electors. The 
returns of the election were in accordance with 
the wishes of the usurpation, and not in accord- 
ance with the votes of the electors. President 
Buchanan, with the concurrence of his Cabinet, 
in their official instructions to Governor Walker 
gave express and positive assurances to the peo- 
ple of Kansas that the constitution, preparatory 
to their becoming a State, should be submitted to 
a fair vote of the people, to be adopted or rejected 
| by them. 

Governor Walker, in his official communica- 
tions to the people, repeated and affirmed these 
assurances. The candidates proposed for dele- 
gates to the Lecompton convention—afterwards 
returned as delegates—before the e!ection volun- 
tarily pledged themselves to the public, verbally 
and in writing, that the constitution the conven- 


| tion might frame for Kansas should be submitted | 


|| to a vote of the people. The Governor of the 
Territory, invested with authority by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, proclaimed to the peo- 
ple of Kansas that at an election, to be held with 
security against fraud or violence at the polls, and 
against false certificates by the returning officers, 
a fair opportunity should be afforded to all the 
qualified voters to vote; and that a majority of the 
votes of the people should determine the adoption 
or rejection of the constitution; that his official 
reports to the President and Congress, and his 
| action for or against the constitution should be 
governed by the vote of the majority at such an 
election. Governor Walker adhered to his decla- 
rations; he rejected the false certificates returning 
the spurious and fictitious votes in Johnson and 
McGee counties for members of the Legislature, 
and persisted in requiring that the constitution of 
the Lecompton convention should be submitted 
to avoteof the people. For this he fell under the 
| displeasure of the President, and repaired to Wash - 
ington to make explanations and represent the 
condition of affairs in the Territory. He failed to 
satisfy the President and his Cabinet, or to induce 
them to fulfill the assurances which had been given 
to the people of Kansas, that they should have an 
| Opportunity to vote on the adopuon of their State 
constitution. Governor Walker is reported to 
have said that he went with the Administration to 
the gates of the penitentiary in this business, and 
he would go no further. He had left the Terri- 
tory; he declined to return to it, and resigned his 
commission. 

Secretary Stanton, who went to the Territory 
by the appointment and as a friend of President 





Buchanan, became acting Governor by thearesig- . 


nation of Governor Walker. Uponassuming the 
executive power, Mr. Stanton refused to sustain 
the frauds by which the usurpation designed to 
perpetuate its power, and persisted, as Governor 
Walker nad done, in requirmg that the constitu- 
tion of the Lecompton convention should be sub- 
mitted, for adoption or rejection, to a vote of the 
| people; whereupon, he was summarily removed 
by the President, and General Denver, a bureau 
officer of the Administration in Washington, was 
appointed, first Secretary and then Governor. It 
is this last Governor of Kansas, General Denver, 
who has certified the votes of the people of Kansas 
at the election authorized by the law of their new 
Territorial Legislature, and held on the 4th day 
of January last, in which the vote of the people 
is nearly unanimous, and the majority more than 
| ten thousand against the Lecompton constitution. 
|| The Lecompton constitution is not the constitu- 
|| tion of the people of Kansas. Itisan instrument 
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of the Lecompton convention and the Federal Ad- 
ministration, and is stained with false pretenses 
and fraud from the beginning tothe end. Toim- 
pose this instrument upon the people of Kansas 
as their constitution, byan act of Congress, would 
outrage justice and truth. It would bea violation 
of the Federal Constitution by the exercise of 
power neither granted to the Federal Government 
nor remotely hinted at in the Constitution. It 
would be an act of tyranny. It is a mockery of 
State sovereignty, in the report of the majority of 
the Committee on Territories, to call the propo- 
sition they make to the Senate “An act for the ad- 
mission of the State of Kansas.”’ 

The question is not that of the admission of 
Kansas; an act of admission implies, at the least, 
the concurrence of the party to be admitted. ‘I'he 


| proposition before the Senate, whatever may be 


the name and style given by the majority of the 
Committee on Territories to their bil), is no ques- 
tion of the admission of Kansas. It is the mon- 
strous proposition to impose upon the people of 
the Territory of Kansas a constitution wa form 
of government known to be obnoxious to a very 
large majority of that people, accompanied az 


| every indication on the part of the Federal Ac 


ministration of a disposition to compel the sub- 


| mission of the people of the State by the power 


of the Federal Government. To call such at- 


| tempted coercion an admission of the State of 


Kansas, is to deride the sovereignty of the people 
of the State. I repeat, this is no question of the 
admission of a State. It is one of a series of acts 
in the scheme conceived by the nullifiers who 
have obtained thorough control of the organiza- 
tion of the Democratic party, to change the Con- 
stitution of the United States by the judicial con- 
struction and decisions of the Federal courts, and 
to subvert ourfreeform of government. Whether 
a settled plan and a combination exist to provoke 


| disturbances with a view to a dissolution of the 


Union, time will full There should 


disclose. 


| be no fear of the full development of any such 


scheme, no matter by whom the idea may be en- 
tertained, and no matter who may be concerned 
init. The American citizen who would fear it 
has little of the spirit which ammated the men 


| who fought the battles of the Revolution, and es- 


tablished the independence, the liberties, and the 


| union of our common country. 


The wild schemes of men long accustomed to 
wield the power of a disciplined party organiza- 
tion are not always guided by reason. ‘To in- 
quire into the desperate conceits of mad ambition, 
and to direct the public attention to them, is to 


| dissipate them. The Hartford convention, held 


| of all the friends of this country. 


under the auspices of the Federal party, was sus- 
ected of entertaining the idea of dissolving the 
Jnion in certain contingencies. This suspicion, 
whether well or ill founded, excited the jealousy 
It exasperated 


| the prejudices and hostility of the Republicans 
| of that day, and completed the full weight of aceu- 


sation against the Federal party, already loaded 
with the alien law, the sedition act, the stampact, 
the midnight judges, and the standing Army. The 
power of that once proud and patriotic party, 
which, at an early day, had borne the heat and 
burden of the political contest that adopted the 
Constitution and established the Union of the 
States, gave way, and was destroyed forever. 
The word ‘* Federal,’’ as the name of a party, be- 
came so odious in the popular ear that no party, 
for a great many years, has claimed, or would 
accept it. The Nashville convention, held woder 
the auspices of the Democratic party, at a more 
recent day, flaunted its proclamations and pur- 
poses of a dissolution of the Union; but the Nash- 
ville convention was believed to bea humbug. I 
remember to have heard a distinguished citizen of 


| Tennessee, at the time, speak of that body. He 


said that but very few of the citizens of T'ennes- 
see had anything todo with it; its members were 


| mostly from a distance , and strangers in that State; 


‘*and,’’ said he, ‘‘if the convention should do 
any act by which the people of Tennessee should 
come to believe it menaced the safety of the Union, 
it would become so weak that its members could 
be driven out of the city of Nashville by the women 
of that town with no other weapons than their 
broomsticks.”? This convention, although held 


only eight years ago, has less lodgment in the 


memory of the country than the Hartford conven- 
tion, which was held more than forty years ago, 
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All remember the abortive treason of Burr; and 
the movements for nullification in South Carolina, 
in 1832, dissipated by the pen of General Jack- 
gon, whose proclamation at the time invoked a 
demonstration of devotion to the Union from the 
people of every one of the United States. 
Recollections of the conventions at Hartford and 
at Nashville remind us that the idea of dissolving 
the Union has been imputed to some and enter- 
tained by others in this country. I have never 


believed that the people of any State of the Union | 


favored it; although it has become too common to 
talk of itin the Halls of Congress, and to pass res- 
olutions on that subject in party conventions and 
State Legislatures. 

For the purpose of extending slavery into Kan- 
sas, a great wrong has been committed against the 
principles of republican government, and against 
the rights of the people of that Territory. Let 
the Federal Government retrace its steps; restore 
the Administration to the principles and practices 
of Washington and Jefferson; abandon the Le- 
compton constitution; withdraw the troops from 
Kansas; permit the people to make a constitution 
for themselves; admit the State into the Union as 
every other State has been admitted, in the con- 
stitutional manner in which her people desire to 
come—and the wrong which has aan done, great 
as itis, may be forgiven. The country would be 
at peace; and, in rejoicing over the return of the 
Government to reason, might forget the past. 

Persist in accomplishing the object for which 
so much has been ventured by the present Ad- 
ministration and the one which last preceded it— 
attempt to force the Lecompton constitution upon 
the people of Kansas by the authority of an act 
of Congress, and the power of the Federal,Army 
—and you will have insubordination, resistance, 
bloodshed, civil war. The people of Kansas will 
never consent to have slavery established among 
them; they will never accept the Lecompton con- 
stitution; they have already rejected it. In such 
an issue of blood between the Federal Army and 
the people of Kansas, the Government will be 
wrong, and the people of Kansas will be right. 
Will the people of the States remain spectators of 
the conflict? They will not. The people of Kan- 
gas are the countrymen and the aloes of the 
people of the States. Your law opening the Ter- 
ritory for settlement invited them to go there. Let 
the Federal Army spill American blood in Kan- 
sas,and you kindle a fire which the Federal Gov- 
ernment and its Army cannot extinguish. 

Who, Mr. President, is responsible for the long 
series of wrongs out of which these troubles come? 
And who can be held accountable to the country 
for pernicious acts occurring during so large a 
space of ume, performed in so many places, and 

articipated in by so many and various persons, 
for two successive Administrations of the Govern- 
ment? 

Plan, system, design, moving and directing the 
actien of all the varied agencies to a common end 
and object, are now plainly visible, from the act 
repealing the Missouri compromise to the bill be- 
fore us, which proposes to impose the glave con- 
stitution of the Lecompton convention upon the 
people of Kansas. 

he act of the Congress that repealed the Mis- 
souri compromise; the course of Presideut Pierce, 
stimulated to be a candidate for renomination, 
and persuaded to rely upon the authors of this 
scheme for his success; the institution of the blue 
lodges in the State of Missouri; the resignation of 
office by the President of this Senate, who went 
straight from the Capitol in Washington to or- 
ganize in those lodges, on the borders of Mis- 
souri, the armed invasion of Kansas; the march 
from that State of forty-nine hundred armed men, 
not residents of Kansas, organized in companies 
and detachments, to the places for holding the 
elections in that Territory; their seizure of the 
polls on the day of the elecuon, and their appoint- 
meant of legislators for Kansas by force and usurp- 
ation; the recognition of that usurpation as the 
Spree of Kansas by the Administration of 
eneral Pierce; the odious and oppressive laws 
they enacted; the indictments for treason against 
the usurpation in the Federal courts of the 'Terri- 
tory, which were never tried; the total prostration 
of the rights of franchise in elections; the repeated 
removal of Governors who refused or failed to 
sustain the proceedings of the usurpers; the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court of the Un 


TH 


ited States | 


in the case of Dred Scott; the Lecompton conven- 
tion and its constitution, with the faithless assur- 
ances to the people of Kansas that the constitu- 


tion for their State should be submitted to their | 


vote for adoption or rejection; the quartering large 
bodies of Federal troops in Kansas; the election 
of State officers ordered by the Lecompton conven- 
tion, appointing the president of the convention 
(Mr. Calhoun) sole judge of the elections; the false 
and fraudulent returns of votes at that election, 
now and for nearly three months in the possession 
of Mr. Calhoun, and his refusal to decide who 


were elected until Congress shall have acted on the | 


constitution; and the bill now here to impose the 


Lecompton constitution upon the people of Kan- || 


sas—are all parts of one continued plan and design. 
Those who have performed the various parts are 


responsible and accountable in their several de- | 


grees for what they have done; but they have been 
mere agencies of the power that controlled and 
directed theiraction. That power is the national 
organization of the Democratic party, and it is re- 
sponsible for the long series of outrage, and for 
the great wrong which the bill before us proposes 
to consummate. The organization of the Dem- 
ocratic party has fallen irretrievably under the con- 
trol of nullifiers and slave propagandists, many 
of whom, in all the States, but especially in the 
slave States, were, until very recently, the open 


enemies of the Democratic party, virulent de- | 


nouncers of General Jackson and the measures of 
his administration; men who have not now, and 
never did have, a dropof Democratic blood in their 
veins. The organization of the Democratic party, 
controlled by the counsels of such advisers, has 
abandoned its principles and its trust. Public 
meetings and conventions of veteran Democrats 
remonstrate in vain. Why is there any appre- 
hension that the Lecompton constitution will be 
adopted by Congress, and the attempt be made to 
force it upon the people of Kansas? Many of the 
Democratic cemiene of the Senate and House of 
Representatives abhor the Lecompton constitu- 
tion and detest its frauds. 

Is there a man in or outof Congress who doubts 
for a moment that the Lecompton constitution 
would be rejected by Congress if the Democratic 
party did not demand its adoption? The severest 
discipline of party, the most indecent dispensa- 
tion of executive patronage, are made use of to in- 
fluence the action and control the independence 
of Congress. 


In this dark hour, when the Republic is in dan- || 


ger, I hail the coming day of emancipation from 
servile obedience to party, heralded in this Cham- 
ber by the independence of the distinguished and 
fearless Senators on the Democratic side of the 
Senate from Illinois, from Michigan, and from 
California, upon whose limbs the bands of the 
Democratic party that would bind them to Le- 
compton are like the green withes of Delilah upon 


the limbs of the unshorn Samson. I hail, too, | 


the hosts of thousands and tens of thousands of 
honest Democrats, who, all over the country, at 
this moment are renouncing the long-cherished 
party name of Democrat because it has become 
tainted with treason to the rights of the people, 
and are rallying under anti-Lecompton banners to 
resist the Administration and the faithless organ- 
ization of the Democratic party. Let us all be 
anti-Lecompton men; let us all be Republicans; 


let us fraternize and overcome the enemies of pub- || 


lic liberty. 

The Whig party is gone forever, because, in the 
hour of its responsibility, it failed in the courage 
and firmness required for the high trust commit- 
ted to its charge. 

Noble as have been the achievements of the 
Democratic party while it adhered to its princi- 
ples; when it has become faithless to the rights 
and liberties of the people its organization must 
be dissolved. 

The honest Democracy of the country—its real 
Democracy—buried deep the name of the Federal 
party. They will consign the tainted party name 
of Democrat to the same grave; and they will 
make the grave deep and large enough to hold all 
the treason that dare show. itself within the bound- 
aries of the Union. 

Mr. MALLORY. I do not suppose, Mr. Pres- 
ident, after the exhibition we have just had, in 
which the history of Federalism, the Hartford 
convention, and ‘*modern Democracy,’’ are so 
singularly mixed up with ‘* border ruffianism”’ 








E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. March 16, 





'| and the doings in Kansas, that any effort on this 
‘| side of the Chamber, without a revelation from 
|| heaven itself, could produce the slightest impree. 
_ sion on the mind of the gentleman who has jus, 

spoken,[ Mr. King,] or those who think with hin 
If apology were needed for speaking upon so tr);, 
a subject, and one on which speaking is so yp. 
profitable for myself, it would be found in the fac: 
_ that from the introduction of the Kansas-Nebras. 
ka measure to the present time, neither upon that, 
norupon any ofthe kindred measures legitimate|y 
flowing from it, have I ever opened my lips in th, 
Senate. Nor would I do so now, but for the fac; 
| that some little pains are being taken by person; 


/in my own State to misrepresent me there, and tp 
say that I, with other Democrats, was going oj 
on this question of Kansas. 
Mr. President, it was my intention, after haying 
heard the speech of the honorable Senator froy 
New York [Mr. Sewarp] on this question, tp 
have reviewed, briefly at least, what I considered 
a most extraordinary production; but during my 
absence from this body I find it has been done s» 
ably and so thoroughly by the Senator from Loy 
isiana, [Mr. Bensamin,] and the Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] that any effort of mine 
| would but weaken the effect of what they hay: 
| said, or mar its beauty; but I must be permitted 
|| to remark, that if I were called upon to designay, 
what speech I have heard since I have occupied a 
seat on this floor, which was most calculated to 
awaken and to cherish sectional excitement, and 
to produce discord throughout this Confederacy, 
I bond have to point to the speech of the hon- 
orable Senator from New York. If it was noi 
expressly mae for this, if it was not cup- 
ningly designed for it, it is exceedingly well cal- 
culated for it. It is not a broad, large, compre- 
hensive view of facts, argued out to their legiti- 
mate conclusions and logical deductions without 
regard to where they may lead; but it is a cun- 
ning scheme of fact and error—a web skillfully 
devised to bolster up the preconclusion at which 
the Senator’s mind and the Senator’s party liad 
already arrived. 

But, sir, the feature that struck meas most dis- 
agreeable in listening to the honorable Senator 
was the perfect barrenness of the whole produe- 
tion, the want of light and life throughout. Itre- 
minded me of the cold northern blasts, telling of 
their icy origin. It was like the treacherous guide 
to the traveler, which takes us through a vast des- 
ert; and, after pointing us to every error on the 
road, leaves us without a spark of light to emerge 
from it. Nothing but the subjugation of the 
southern States seemed to be the conclusions of 
the honorable Senator’s efforts. And he told us, 

_ in a manner half complaisant and half triumphan', 
| in effect, that if we submitted gracefully to our fate, 
| we might, perhaps, die easily, but die we should. 
Sir, it was altogether a remarkable production; 
and in what I say of that honorable Senator! 
speak with great respect for him personally, for 
I have no reason to speak otherwise of him; but 
I must say of his speech, that whatever in it was 
| new,in my judgment was not true; and whatever 
in it was true was not new. It was not an efor! 
of statesmanship, such as he usually treats thi* 
body to; but it hovered more upon the regions ! 
special pleading. It was my purpose, on heariie 
it, briefly to express my own impressions, hast'y 
conceived at the time. I suppose the manner °! 
its delivery produced its impression, buta subst 
"quent reading of the production has confirmed "', 
and with these remarks I leave it. 

I expect, Mr. President, in the few remarks | 

_ shall make, to confine myself to the question b* 
fore the Senate. The 23d day of January, 1854, ! 
think, inaugurated a period of political exci 
ment throughout a large portion of this Contec 

_ eracy, which, still progressing and undetermine®, 

_ has thus far been characterized by such bitternes* 

such a spirit of rancor toward the southern Sta" 
of the Confederacy, as, in the judgment of Ju“ 
cious men everywhere, not only to weaken 

_ bonds of our social, but to have a direct tendency 

to destroy the bonds of our political, Union. ©" 
that day the obliteration of the Missouri ¢" 
romise line, so called, was made a feature 0! 

TC eenndiabuaien bill. A great national wrons 

had beer done to the southern portion of this © c 

federacy by the act admitting Missour! inte wo 

Union in 1820, the eighth section of whicl | F 

| vided for the prohibition of involuntary serv!'U"" 
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